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Holy Thursday
Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7 p.m.
Eucharistic Adoration follows
Night Prayer  9:30 p.m.

Good Friday
Morning Prayer 8 a.m.
Stations of the Cross 3 p.m.
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 7 p.m.

Holy Saturday
Morning Prayer 8 a.m.

Easter Vigil 8 p.m. 
Easter “Breakfast” 
(immediately afterward in the Fellowship Hall)

Easter Sunday
Masses 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.

By Matt Flynn, 
Director of Adult Faith Formation and Mis-
sion
 “And He was transfigured before them; 
His face shone like the sun, and His 
clothes became white as light” (Mt 17: 2). 
 The Paschal Triduum, which we 
celebrate from Holy Thursday through 
Easter Sunday, is an exercise in witness-
ing transfiguration. Unlike simple trans-
formation, in which one thing becomes 
something else, transfiguration is when 
something’s real and true identity shines 
forth. The celebration of the Triduum 
invites us into a transfiguration experi-
ence.
 At the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on 
Holy Thursday, we aren’t simply recall-
ing the Last Supper. Instead, Christ’s 
humility shines through Father Jim, 
our youth and our fellow parishioners in 
the Washing of Feet. And Jesus’ selfless-
ness reveals itself as He hands Himself 
over as the new Lamb for the Passover 
Sacrifice. But then Jesus leaves, and our 

Triduum offers way to transfiguration

Keep the ‘holy’ in Holy Week
 Our parish has a tradition of praying the Liturgy of the 
Hours during the Triduum. To help you keep Holy Week “holy” 
from Palm Sunday to Holy Thursday, we are offering additional 
times for communal prayer. If your days are busy, that’s an 
even better reason to come re-center through prayer.
 The 7:30 a.m.  Office of Readings and Morning Prayer will 
take 40 minutes, while the Midday Prayer is just 15 minutes. 

Monday, April 15
Office of Readings/Morning Prayer 7:30 a.m.
Midday Prayer 12:15 p.m.
Mass  6 p.m.

Tuesday, April 16
Office of Readings/Morning Prayer 7:30 a.m.
Midday Prayer  12:15 p.m.
Evening Prayer  6 p.m.

Wednesday, April 17
Office of Readings/Morning Prayer 7:30 a.m.
Midday Prayer  12:15 p.m.
Evening Prayer  6 p.m.

Jesus meets his mother, Mary, in the Living Stations of the Cross, presented by our youth.

Triduum Schedule
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 For Jesus leaves the table to lay down 
His life upon the cross. When we return 
for the Passion of the Lord on Good 
Friday, Christ’s magnanimous sacrifice 
of self-giving love shines through less 
pleasantly. As we repeatedly kneel and 
rise in prayer, we are drawn into the 
reality that Christ alone achieves our, 
and anyone else’s, salvation. And, as we 
venerate the cross, the reality of Christ’s 
horrific death and the profoundness of 
His love confront us.
 Like most graveyards, Holy Saturday 
is empty, quiet and uneasy. It is an agi-
tated rest. Like Jesus, we leave the Pas-
sion and are given a day to wrestle with 
this new reality. Although not required, 
the Church recommends this as a day of 
fasting and prayer.
 The sun sets. A light kindles. A new 

 Springtime and the season of Easter 
are marked by beautiful signs of rebirth 
and growth. Here at St. Clare, we’re tak-
ing the concept of growth to a great new 
level as we continue forward with our 
plans to build much-needed office, meet-
ing and fellowship spaces to better serve 
our parish, community and Church.
 I am so very grateful for all of you who 
have come forward with your pledges to 
the Building to Serve capital campaign 
in support of our upcoming building proj-
ect. Within the campaign’s first month, 
we have exceeded our initial goal with 
pledges approaching $1.8 million! Of 
course, we are hoping for more parish-
ioners to step forward with support as 
well, even if it’s a “one-time” gift toward 
this very important expansion project. If 
you remember, we set a second “chal-
lenge” goal that would put us in an even 
stronger financial position to also do the 
Fellowship Hall expansion.
 While we have not yet made a final 
decision, the general consensus is that it 
will be less costly in the long run to build 
both additions at the same time. Thanks 
to the generosity of our participating 
parishioners and with prayers that many 
more households will join in making 
contributions as they are able, we feel 
confident that we will be financially 
prepared to handle building the complete 
project, if that is what is advised.
What’s the latest?
 Based on our current designs and posi-

Building to Serve donations to bring new growth

tive campaign results, we have received 
approval from the diocese to continue our 
fundraising and planning. During the 
past few weeks I have consulted with our 
parish leadership teams, including the 
Parish Council and Finance and Building 
Committees, about moving forward with 
our architects. All have agreed that we 
should continue the “pre-construction” 
process.
 Our architects will be reporting back to 
us this month with a proposed schedule 
for what’s referred to as the “schematic 
design” phase of our project. We’ll be 
working closely with them to explore 
the feasibility of incorporating some of 
the ideas parishioners have asked about 
during campaign receptions, especially a 
closer “passenger drop off” to make our 
building more accessible for mobility-
challenged visitors. 
Any questions?
 If you look at our parish website, you 
will see a list of “Frequently Asked Ques-
tions” pertaining to the building project 

and capital campaign along with answers. 
Much of the information you need to 
make a pledge or donation or start fulfill-
ing your existing pledge commitment will 
be found here. 
 One questions I’m asked the most: Is 
it too late to pledge? Answer: Absolutely 
not! While we’ve wrapped up the “active” 
presentation of this capital campaign, 
know that we are still aiming to meet our 
full campaign goal of $2.6 million and 
beyond. This number is an estimate of 
construction costs and does not include 
furnishings, office and kitchen equipment, 
an audio/visual system for parish presen-
tations in the hall and so on. 
 The other “most frequently asked ques-
tion” I’m hearing: WHEN do we start con-
struction? Based on the amount of design 
work yet to be accomplished, the amount 
of time to acquire a general contractor 
and other considerations voiced by our ar-
chitects, we HOPE to break ground some 
time in 2020 and are told to expect an 
estimated build time of 12 to 15 months. 
 As the chill of winter continues to give 
way to the warm days of spring and the 
beauty of the Triduum unfolds once more, 
we give praise to God for the gift of His 
resurrected Son and the privilege it is to 
serve and “grow” St. Clare Parish with 
grateful hearts! Thank you for your faith-
fulness and generosity!

Scout awards
Triduum (continued)

dawn arises. The dark and empty tomb 
radiates light for it contains the Light of 
the World, whom no darkness can over-
come. Returning to the table, Jesus feeds 
us the fruit of the cross. It is no longer an 
instrument of death, but the tree of life – 
His life, given for you and me.
 And, fed by this life, we too can be 
transfigured, for our life in Christ is our 
deepest identity. When we let ourselves 
be transformed by our faith, by the new 
life we receive in Christ, we become 
instruments of transfiguration for others. 
We shine forth with light for the world.
 Now that Lent is nearly over, what is 
one way I can take on Jesus’ humility, 
selflessness, sacrifice, magnanimity, love, 
light, or life in my life? How can Easter 
be a celebration of the new life of Christ 
in my life?

Father Jim presents Catholic Scouting 
Religious Recognition Awards to, from left, 
Brownies Kaitlyn Walford, Madelyn Watkins, 
Holly Kalmer and Brianna Benko. Not pictured 
is Emma Edwards. Working for the award 
helped them discover the presence of God in 
their daily lives as members of their families 
and parish. These Girl Scouts earned the 
award after much work on their requirements 
this year.

Check out what’s new in stclarechurch.formed.org



  Jordan has 
been attracted 
to the Catholic 
Church for almost 
a decade due to 
our structured 
and focused 
teachings and 
traditions. She 
has been attend-

ing St. Clare for more than two years 
with her husband and sponsor, Nate, as 
well as four children: Reagan,11; Ryder, 
6; Eleanor, 2; and Rowen, 1. Becoming 
Catholic is helping her be a better wife 
and mother as well as uniting her family 
in faith. 
 Eric Ferro was raised Catholic through 
First Communion 
by his parents, but 
then they stopped 
taking him to 
Church. During the 
last two years, Eric 
was drawn back to 
Catholicism through 
reading the Bible, 
attending Mass and 
practicing and learning about our faith. 
He will receive Confirmation from the 
bishop. His sponsor is Percy Menzies, 
and he has chosen St. Francis as his 
Confirmation name.

By Matt Flynn
Director of Adult Faith Formation and Mis-
sion
 Beth Dunphy, Yoshi Ignarski, Sam 
Klein and Jordan Myers will be received 
into the Full Communion of the Catho-
lic Church through Confirmation and 
Eucharist in the next few weeks. 
 Beth will be confirmed and have her 
first Eucharist at the Easter Vigil. Yoshi, 
Sam and Jordan will be confirmed and 
have their first Eucharist at the 8:30 
a.m. Mass on May 26. In addition, Eric 
Ferro will be con-
firmed as an adult 
at the Confirmation 
Mass on May 6.
 Beth has been at-
tending Mass in the 
Catholic Church for 
more than 10 years 
and has been at 
St. Clare for eight 
years. Her sons, Jordan, 6, and Jackson, 
2, were baptized and are being raised 
Catholic. Inspired by Father Jim’s homi-
lies and her desire to receive the Eucha-
rist, Beth is becoming Catholic in order 
to practice her faith with her children 
and to join the Church that has helped 
her truly embrace life. Her sponsor is 
Sandy Schiefelbein, and she has chosen 
St. Mary Magdalene as her Confirmation 

saint.
   Yoshi was born 
in Osaka, Japan, 
and later moved 
to Okinawa be-
fore coming to the 
United States. Her 
husband, Ray, was 
Catholic, and they 
spoke about his 

faith often until his death six years ago. 
She has wanted to be Catholic for a long 
time and finally came to St. Clare several 
months ago with Mark and Lesley Cole-
man. Mark is her sponsor. Yoshi has cho-
sen St. Luke as her Confirmation name 
because of her love for that Gospel.
 Sam has been around St. Clare for 
a while, attending 
Oktoberfest and oc-
casionally attending 
Mass. After attending 
Trunk or Treat last 
year and feeling a 
sense of community, 
she become interested 
in learning more about 
our faith. Parishioner 
Roy Rogge, Sam’s fiance and sponsor, 
introduced Sam to the process of becom-
ing Catholic. Now Sam says she has “such 
a completely different understanding. It’s 
pretty awesome.” Her Confirmation name 
is St. Monica.
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Yoshi Ignarski

Five adults to be confirmed this spring

Sam Klein

 Attention youth and adults: Do you want 
to have fun while serving others? Join us 
for the Hoyleton Mission Trip June 23-28 
in Hoyleton, IL.
 The trip is for youth, incoming high 
school freshmen through early college, 
who will do some landscaping or paint-
ing to spruce up the grounds of Hoyleton 
Children’s Home during the day and play 

Youth, adults invited to Hoyleton Mission Trip
games with the residents of the home dur-
ing the evening. The youth also create their 
own evening prayer service each day, eat 
a lot of great meals together and hang out 
playing games and foosball.
 Energetic and enthusiastic adults are 
needed to chaperone the teens. Adults must 
be able to relate well to teens, help them 
grow in their faith, laugh, supervise yard 

work or minor building updates and be 
able to sleep on an air mattress or cot in an 
old church.
 There is a small fee of $40 for the week. 
If you cannot pay that fee, just let us know.
 If you can’t make the entire week, join 
us for a few days. Contact Karen Jalbert at 
618-610-9149 or Jane Dotson at janeadot-
son@yahoo.com or 632-3562 to sign up. 

 The Young Adult Initiative (YAI) is 
designed to help parishes find new and 
innovative ways to engage with and 
integrate young adults into parish life. 
At the most recent YAI Gathering at 
St. Meinrad, core team members Matt 
Flynn, Jeff Harris, Jon Harter, Betsy Mc-
Carty and Sara Wise were able to learn 
practical skills and strategies to help our 
parish become more innovative.
 Working with other team members, 
Sarah Gebke and Erin Thoman, the core 
team will be examining the results of 
our recent listening sessions as well as 
ongoing and future sessions planned 

‘Walking with young adults’ in our Church
in our community in order to seek new 
pathways forward with young adults.
 The core team also will be sharing both 
positive and negative feedback from the 
listening sessions with parish and minis-
try leaders in order to reinforce what we 
are doing well and help us adjust where 
necessary.
 All the research, conference speakers 
and listening session results agree that 
a huge component of effectively engaging 
young adults is to get to know them per-
sonally. And this applies no matter where 
they are in life and their faith. Many 
young adults feel like they belong where 

they are known by name and missed 
when absent. This is important for us to 
remember at church, but it is equally, if 
not more important, to remember every-
where else.
 Young adults want and need relation-
ships, including mentors and people who 
will simply accompany them, lovingly 
and respectfully, in their lives. They will 
know they belong in our lives, no matter 
where we are, when we know who they 
are and miss them when they are gone.
 How many young adults do you know? 
Do they know that you care about them?



St. Clare School news
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REGISTRATION IS OPEN
 Parents who missed St. Clare School’s 
kindergarten registration in January 
should contact the school right away as 
there are still spots open for the 2019-20 
school year.  The school hopes to have three 
small kindergarten classes next year. 
 Registration also is open for grades 1-8 
for the upcoming school year.
 For more information on St. Clare 
School, visit www.saintclareschool.org or call 
Principal Clarice McKay at 632-6327.
 Good Shepherd Preschool hosted regis-
tration for preschool and pre-K (ages 3-5) 
for the 2019-20 school year in February. 
Half day (8:30-11:30 a.m.) and full-day 
(8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.) options may still be 
available with extended care offered until 
3:30 pm. 
 For more information on the Good Shep-
herd Preschool program, contact Director 
Sherri Hertzler at 726-6532 or sherhertz5@
gmail.com.

BENEFIT DINNER-AUCTION
 All parishioners are invited to enjoy the 
school’s ’80s-themed benefit dinner-auction 
on Friday, May 3 at the Four Points Shera-
ton in Fairview Heights. This spectacular 
event helps raise funds for the school’s 
operating budget. Doors open for cocktails 
and hors d’oeuvres at 6 p.m. with dinner 
served at 7 p.m. for this adults-only event. 
The silent auction runs until 8 p.m., and 
then the oral auction begins. Tickets are on 
sale for $50 per person.
 The committee can always use more 
help through volunteers, donations of 
items and advertisements in the booklet. 
Contact Allie Bonvie at artwithallie@yahoo.
com or 618-447-2272, Sheila Harr-Siegel at 
sheilamike@juno.com or 618-791-3943 or the 
school office at 632-6327.

FAITH ACTIVITIES
 Students and their families are helping 
the fifth/sixth-grade St. Vincent de Paul 
make sandwiches for Cosgrove’s Kitchen in 
East St. Louis in the school’s new Nourish 
His People program. Each month differ-
ent grades meet before school to make the 
sandwiches.
 Seventh- and eighth-grade St. Vincent 
de Paul collected donations of food to fill 
Easter dinner baskets for families in need 
in our community.
 K-4 students celebrated the Feast of 
St. Joseph by learning about the Italian 
custom of a “St. Joseph’s altar,” which was 
surrounded by breads and pastries they 
brought to donate to Cosgrove’s Kitchen.
 Each class planted marigold seeds as a 
sign of their plans to grow in their relation-
ships with Jesus this Lent. They hope to 
plant the seedlings in the garden next to 

the school chapel. 
 Fifth- through eighth-
grade students began 
having Eucharistic Ado-
ration each month.

WINNING WAYS
 Congratulations to 
the top Science/History/
Literature Fair winners. 
The top awards were: 
Best of Show, Luke Bautz 
for Conductivity of Met-
als; Best of Fifth Grade 
Science, RJ DeVine for 
What’s in Your Water?; 
Best of Sixth Grade 
Science, Laura Pierre 
for How to Make Oxygen; Best of Sixth 
Grade Alternative, Macy Lubak for Apollo 
13: Mission Survival; and Best of Seventh 
Grade Science, Alex Hattan for Salt Water 
Science. 
 Bravo to our musicians for their suc-
cesses at the regional music contest. The 
Concert Band, Lab Band, Choir, Lab Choir 
and 11 students all received first superior 
rankings. Another 45 students earned 
first-place rankings.
 Winners of the school’s Young Authors 
contest were: Luke Claxton, first grade, “If 
I Were a Dinosaur;” Drew Distler, second 
grade, “The Magic Bat;” Avalinn Olson, 
third grade, “Lost in the Woods;” and Lilea 
Zurliene, second grade, “The Mystery 
Object.” They represented the school at the 
St. Clair County Regional Young Authors 
Conference in April. 
 The Chess Team placed first in the meet 
held at St. Clare. Trevor Dollahon and 
Taylor Stady, both third grade; and Daw-
son Fowler and Jack Driscoll, both second 
grade, won all four of their games. The 
team placed second in the Diocesan meet.

SHREK JR. ON STAGE
 Another wonderful St. Clare School 

musical – this year, “Shrek Jr.” – is set to 
take the stage at 6:30 p.m. April 25 and 
26 in the school gym. The school’s fifth- 
through eighth-grade choir members will 
have the principal roles with the students 
in second through fourth grades providing 
choral support. Tickets are $5. 
 This show is perfect for children of all 
ages, says director Jamie Eros. 

VOLLEYBALL VICTORIES
 Congratulations to our volleyball teams. 
The eighth-grade boys and the sixth-
grade boys both won their diocesan tour-
naments. The eighth-grade girls placed 
third in the diocesan tournament, won the 
Holy Childhood and regional tournaments 
and competed in the state tourney.  
 The seventh-grade boys won the St. Te-
resa Volleyball Tournament, the seventh- 
grade girls placed third in the St. Teresa 
Volleyball Tournament and the sixth-
grade girls took third in the Sts. Peter and 
Paul Volleyball Tournament

SECOND GRADE SUCCESS
 The second-graders created bookmark-
making businesses. They raised nearly 
$600 from their sales and donated it to St. 
Louis Children’s Hospital.

Diocesan Champs: Congratulations to the eighth-grade boys’ team, above, and sixth-grade boys, pictured below.

http://www.saintclareschool.org
mailto:artwithallie@yahoo.com
mailto:artwithallie@yahoo.com
mailto:sheilamike@juno.com
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Pentecost Festival to celebrate new deacons
 Celebrate our newly ordained transi-
tional deacons, Nick Fleming and Joel 
Seipp, and our wonderful parish family 
at St. Clare Parish’s 10th annual Pen-
tecost Festival on Sunday, June 9. The 
festival starts after the only Mass at St. 
Clare that day – a 10:30 a.m. Mass. 
 The afternoon event for parishioners 
features food samples from around 
the world, entertainment, games and 
plenty of fellowship. New this year is a 
“Makers’ Fair” with exhibits of arts and 
crafts created by parishioners
 “We encourage all of our parishioners 
to join us for this wonderful festival,” 
said Father Jim Deiters. “Our Pentecost 
Festival celebrates our parish family 
and the different ethnicities of people in 
our parish in connection with the Holy 
Spirit’s work on the first Pentecost.” 
 “This year is twice as special as we 
celebrate the ordinations of two parish-
ioners, Nick and Joel, as transitional 

deacons,” Father Jim noted. “They will 
be ordained the day before the picnic, 
so this is a perfect time to celebrate 
with them and their families. Please 
come and offer your congratulations to 
them.”
 Transitional deacons are seminar-
ians who are ordained in the last part 
of their formation for the priesthood. 
They are typically ordained as priests 
a year after being ordained as transi-
tional deacons.
 The festival offers ethnic food sam-
ples from eight different cultures – In-
dian, Mexican, Filipino, German, Ital-
ian, Polish, Guatemalan and American. 
The U.S. foods will be kid-friendly for 
people with less adventurous palates. 
Orange drink, slushies, water, margari-
tas and beer also will be served.
 An ice cream sundae bar, offered 
after the ethnic food sampling, will be 
a tasty way to celebrate.

 Entertainment includes a steel drum 
percussionist and some fun music from 
the St. Clare Choir.
 Meanwhile, children will be busy with an 
inflatable “jumpy,” horse-drawn wagon rides 
and a duck pond. Everyone can play free-
throw basketball and the ball blaster target 
throw. Face painting, animal balloons and 
crafts will round out the children’s area. A 
50/50 raffle winner will be drawn at the end 
of the festival at 2:30 p.m.
 The ticket price of $5/person or $15/
family covers all food samples, drinks, 
entertainment and games. Tickets will be 
on sale after Masses May 18-19, May 25-
26 and June 1-2. Some tickets may still 
be available in the parish office June 3-7 
or on the day of the festival. 

 Are you a closet Picasso or Geppetto? 
Do you enjoy creating unique, hand-
made items? Do friends and family 
marvel at your handiwork?
 Then share your creative side for all 
to enjoy at the Pentecost Festival’s new 
“Makers’ Fair.”
 Festival organizers are seeking art-
ists and artisans who like to create 
visual art or handmade items. The 
items will be displayed in a tent during 
the festival.
 “We want people to show the gifts 
that God has given to them,” says 
Peggy Melone, who came up with the 
idea and is the point of contact for 
parishioners who want to display their 
items. “The items will be on display so 

‘Makers’ Fair’ to debut at festival
that we can enjoy their beauty, but they 
will not be for sale.”
 Peggy’s ideas for things to be dis-
played include paintings, drawings, 
photography, pottery, jewelry, metals, 
lace, quilts, rugs, paper art, prints, 
woodwork, knitting and crocheting, but 
she admits there might be more items 
to add to the list.
 She also would like to have one or 
two people demonstrating their art.
 Sign up online at www.stclarechurch.
org by May 24 or contact Peggy at 
pjmelone@att.net or 618-416-5491. 
Items should be brought to the “Mak-
ers’ Fair” tent at 8 a.m. on Sunday, 
June 9 and picked up at 2:30 p.m. that 
day.

 Prepare to have a blast at Vacation 
Bible School, where students will learn 
about God’s “Miraculous Mission” and 
how “Jesus Saves the World.” 
 St. Clare Parish’s VBS is slated for 
9 a.m. to noon July 15-19 at St. Clare 
School for children ages 4-10. Children 
are grouped in classes by grade level to 
explore our faith through Bibles stories, 
games, songs, dance, crafts and snacks.
 Parents should turn in forms by June 
1. After that, the cost increases from $20 
to $40 per child and admission is on a 
space-available basis.

VBS offers fun way to learn our faith

By Stephen Eros
Director of Liturgy and Music
 It’s time for more people to sign 
up to help as we host our annual Liturgi-
cal Ministry Commitment of Time and 
Talent next month. The signups are for 
people who are new to a certain liturgical 
ministry. If you are already involved, you 
do not need to recommit to that ministry, 
but you can always add another one.
 This year’s goal is to have at least 100 
new signups.  It sounds ambitious. But in 
a parish our size, we can do it! 
 Please prayerfully consider taking part 
in our parish liturgical ministry program. 
Each ministry is unique in the amount of 
preparation required, the visibility of the 
role and the skill set needed.  We are sure 
you will find something just right for you.
 Youth of all ages are eligible for 
many ministries. Please encourage your 
children, grandchildren and friends to 
sign up, too.  
 Check the Liturgical Ministry 
booklet we will provide at church on 
May 18-19 or visit www.stclarechurch.
org/ministry to see all that we offer. 
These ministries especially need new 
signups:  Extraordinary Minister of Holy 
Communion, Art and Environment, sound 
board operator, Children’s Liturgy of the 
Word leader or helper and nursery leader 
or helper.
 Training for all new liturgical ministers 
and refresher courses for all current 
ministers will be held later.   
 God bless you all for your work in 
building up the Body of Christ!

Service to Church: 
Sign up for a new 
liturgical ministry

 Youth ages 11-18 as well as adults 
are invited to help out. Youth must sub-
mit their form by May 10 and attend a 
training and setup from 4 to 6 p.m. on 
Sunday, July 14 at St. Clare School.
 Registration forms are on the parish 
website, in the parish office and by the 
bulletin board in the gathering space at 
church.
 Students will not receive a VBS T-
shirt this year, but will get a music CD 
on the first day so that they can learn 
the songs they will sing.
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 In Lent, we are in a desert. In Easter, 
God turns the desert into a fertile plain. 
How will we cultivate the soil of our lives?

BECOMING CATHOLIC 
 Are you or someone you know interest-
ed in possibly becoming Catholic? Come to 
an information night at 6:30 p.m. on Tues-
day, April 23 in the Fellowship Hall. There 
will be time for questions. No commitment 
is necessary.

REAL ANSWERS
 At “Real Questions, Real Answers,” at 
6:30 p.m. on the first Thursday of each 
month (except for July session on July 
11), Matt Flynn will answer and discuss 
questions about our faith, starting with 
questions submitted but not included in 
the Soup and Speaker Series due to time 
limitations. Come to the Fellowship Hall 
with your own questions or to learn from 
the questions of others. 

“REBORN” VIDEO/DISCUSSION
 Watch “Reborn,” a three-part video 
series about Baptism on Formed – per-
fect for the Easter season! Attendees will 
watch a video each night while enjoying 
refreshments and then discuss the video 
as a group. The series will be shown and 
discussed over three nights – May 21, 

Women grew in their faith and fellowship at our parish’s annual Women’s Welcome Experience (retreat) in February. Women of all ages shared a 
wonderful weekend of great faith witnesses, prayer, discussion, food and fun. The men held a similar retreat in March, but no photos were available.
                        

Cultivating the soil of our lives for new growth
May 28 and June 4 – from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. Babysitting reimbursements will be 
available for parents who pre-register for 
each evening with Matt Flynn (matthew-
flynn5@gmail.com or 632-3562). Reim-
bursements will cover up to three hours 
of babysitting at up to $10/hour.

MOMS’ GROUP
 Check out the Moms’ Group, which 
meets from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. on Thurs-
days by the nursery. All moms (and 
children) are welcome. Monthly weekend 
events also are in the works. Contact 
Cheyenne Langford at crbecker53@gmail.
com if you are interested.

MEN’S GROUP
 Enjoy food and fun with the Second 
Saturday Men’s Group each month after 
the 5 p.m. Mass. Events include pizza 
and movie nights and barbecues. Contact 
Mike Howk at mike.howk@gmail.com for 
more information.

NEW MEN’S DISCUSSION GROUP
 Read and learn with other men. A new 
men’s reading and discussion group will 
kick off with its first meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
on Thursday, May 2 in the parish library. 
Contact Justin Alberico at justinalberi-
co2005@gmail.com for more information.

BRIDGES RETREAT
 Deepen your prayer life and relation-
ship with God through the Bridges 
Retreat, featuring the Spiritual Exer-
cises of St. Ignatius of Loyola in every-
day life. It lasts nine months, starting in 
September, and is held at four St. Louis 
area sites on various days and times. 
It includes group meetings and weekly, 
individual conferences with a prayer 
companion.
 Sites and times for summer infor-
mation sessions can be found in the 
brochures in the gathering space or at 
bridgesfoundation.org. Contact Linda 
Leib at linda.leib@bridgesfoundation.org 
or 314-313-8283 with questions.

FORMED.ORG
 Get Formed. At home or on the go, 
Formed – a free online Catholic media 
platform – is a great way to grow. Down-
load the Formed app on your phone or 
tablet. Check out the “Community” tab 
on Formed to see what we are promoting 
for our parishioners. 
 If you haven’t signed up, set up your 
personal user account at stclarechurch.
formed.org. For more information, con-
tact Matt Flynn.

Welcome retreat helps women grow in faith

Photos by Anne Flournoy
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Welcome to our 
newcomers
 We welcome these newcomers to our St. 
Clare Parish family:
 Mary Clark recently moved to the 
area from Waterloo, IL. She chose St. 
Clare because it is close to her home. 
Mary is retired.
 Samantha Klein is finishing the 
process for Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults and will be confirmed after Easter. 
She is engaged to Roy Rogge.
 Kristopher and Stephanie Beck 
with and their children, Hunter, 11; 
Madilynn, 10; and Meredith, 4, recently 
moved to the area from Edwards Air 
Force Base in Southern California. Kris-
topher is a bioenvironmental engineer 
at Scott AFB, and Stephanie is the head 
cook at the Child Development Center at 
Scott AFB.
 Lisa Watkins
 Amy Burns and her daughter, 
Kaylynn, 11

 The St. Clare Seniors will offer food 
and fun at their upcoming meetings this 
spring. Plus, look for day trips to interest-
ing locations this summer.
 The Seniors will play the “Musser 
Horse Racing Game” on May 13. Pizza 
and salad will be on the menu.
 On June 10, Barbara Kay will portray 
Martha Washington for a lively look at 
history, while the Seniors enjoy hamburg-
ers, hotdogs and sides.
 The Seniors are planning a day trip to 
Fairmount Race Track on July 23. The cost 
is $16. Meet at the church at 11 a.m. to 
carpool. Other day trips are in the works. 
 Regular meetings resume with TV 
personality and meteorologist Matt 

Seniors keep busy with food, fellowship

Blessing Cup Retreat: Preparing for Jesus

Photos by Jane Dotson

The Blessing Cup Retreat offered a special way for our First Communicants to help prepare for their First Holy Communion. Students tasted the 
bread and wine, practiced going to Communion, read letters of affirmation and painted blessing cups. Children and parents also learned more 
about  prayer and how to genuflect and bow in church from Father Jim. Forty-three students will receive their First Holy Communion this year.

Chambers (of St. Clare Parish) in August 
and Monsignor Willie McGhee, “the funni-
est priest you have ever met,” in October. 
Watch the bulletin for more details on the 
day trips and fall meetings.
 Any parishioner over 55 is invited to 
join the Seniors group, which usually 
meets at 6:30 p.m. on the second Monday 
of the month in the Fellowship Hall for 
evenings of great food, lots of laughs and 
a variety of entertainment and guest 
speakers. The group is strictly social; no 
work or fundraising is involved. 
 For more information on the Seniors 
Club and the day trips, contact Judy 
Bugger at 632-4074.

 We extend our prayerful sympathy to 
the family and friends of decease parish-
ioners Kay Vogel, Rick Blanchard and 
Rita Haukapp.

 We welcome these newly baptized chil-
dren: Theodore Graham and Benjamin 
Michael Swann, twin sons of Anthony 
and Lindsey Swann; and Lilyana Rain 
Rivera-Sanders, daughter of Jazmine 
Rivera.
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REAP Retreat inspires students, sponsors

Confirmation students and their sponsors were enlightened and entertained at the retreat offered by the St. Louis Archdiocese’s REAP Team. 
The retreat is one of many parts of the students’ faith formation as they prepare for this sacrament. Photos by Lisa Masek


