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 This Lent and Easter, give your 
spiritual life a boost through reading, 
listening and learning. In addition to our 
Lenten Soup and Speaker Series, St. Clare 
Parish offers a variety of ways to grow 
in your faith on your own or with other 
parishioners. Please consider one or more 
of these opportunities.

Opportunities for All
 Check out our parish subscription 
to FORMED, an online Catholic media 
platform that offers videos, books and 
audio selections for children and adults. 
Find anything from animated children’s 
cartoons to movies with all sorts of books, 
audio recordings, faith formation studies 
and other fiction and non-fiction materi-
als sprinkled in between. Access is free 
for parishioners by setting up a personal 
user account at stclarechurch.formed.org. 
Make sure to use the daily Lenten reflec-
tion videos and the “Opening the Word” 
reflections for the Sunday readings.
 Enjoy a movie night. All are welcome 
to watch The Miracle Worker at 7 p.m. 
March 23 in the Fellowship Hall. Pizza 
and popcorn are provided; bring a snack 
or drink to share. RSVP to John Burke at 
jburkeil@sbcglobal.net.
 Know someone interested in joining the 
Church? Bring them to an information 
session on the process of becoming Catho-
lic after any of the Masses the weekend of 
April 21-22. If they can’t come, you can at-
tend and take information to them. Matt 
Flynn, director of adult faith formation, 
will give a short presentation and answer 

Ways to grow in your faith 
questions.

Opportunities for Young Adults
 Experience Lent through a young adult 
Bible study, which meets at 7 p.m. on Thurs-
days. For information or to sign up, contact 
Jay Davila at jaydavila08@gmail.com.

Opportunities for Men
 Get fed bodily and spiritually with 
the St. Clare Catholic Men for Christ 
on the fourth Saturday of every month. 
On Feb. 24 from 8 to 10 a.m., the group 
will socialize over breakfast and listen 
to Len Ratajcyzk speak about his 
experience working with St. Paul Street 
Evangelization. Come early to pray the 
rosary at 7:30 a.m., if you like.
 Meet other men in the parish on the 
second Saturday of every month. Come 
to the 5 p.m. Mass and stay for pizza and 
beer. Please bring your own beer and 
money to order pizza. Evenings include 
conversation or a movie or both.
 Discover what’s missing in your life 
and what to do about it at the Men’s 
Welcome Experience, April 28-29. For 
questions or to register, contact Dave 
Zimmerer at dbzimm@charter.net or 
444-2209.

Opportunities for Women
 Join others from St. Clare at the 
Catholic Women for Christ Conference 
on Saturday, March 10, at the Touhill 
Performing Arts Center at UMSL. De-
tails and registration at catholicwomen-
forchrist.org. 
 Contact Kristy Turner at krisnturner@
hotmail.com or 402-0885 to carpool.

 This Lent, whether you give up 
Facebook or not, join the parish on 
Formed. At home or on the go, 
Formed — a free online Catholic 
media platform — is a great way to 
learn and pray. Download the free 
app today.
 •For those looking for a daily 
devotion, download “Meditations 
for Lent” to read and pray with OR 
watch an episode (3-5 minutes 
each) of “Echo” every day to walk 
through the catechism.
 •If you belong to a small faith group, 
use the “Lent to Remember” study, 
complete with videos and printable 
leader and participant guides.
 If you haven’t signed up for Formed, 
try it today.  Set up your personal 
user account at stclarechurch.formed.
org. For more information on how to 
use the program, contact Matt Flynn 
at matthewflynn5@gmail.com or 632-
3562.

Focus on faith
with Formed

‘… a savior has been born for you who is Christ and Lord’ – Luke 2:11

Take a step (continued)
schools, the many efforts of our St. Vincent 
DePaul Society in service to the less 
fortunate, dozens and dozens of meaningful 
parish ministries and so much more. 
 Please take time to study this mailing 
to better understand our parish budget 
and how vital it is for you to take a step 
forward in your giving. The mailing 
contains a tithing pledge card for your 
2018 financial commitment to God and our 
parish. 
 St. Clare Parish truly needs us all to 
step up to the challenge by committing 
to specific and ongoing financial support 
of our church. Further, with immense 
gratitude to all who give on a regular 
basis, this is the time to prayerfully 
consider increasing your 2018 tithe. Every 
contribution and every increase in tithe 
combine to make a genuine difference for 
our parish and the services we can offer.
 Pledge commitment cards should be 
brought to weekend Masses or returned 
to the parish office February 10-18. Check 
the stewardship packet for details about 
convenient direct deposit and online giving 
options. However you choose to tithe – and 
however much you are able to commit 
to tithing – know that St. Clare Parish 
values your sacrificial giving. 
 By stepping up as good stewards willing 
to share God’s gifts, we join as a faith 
family that makes the possible real and 
walks the path leading to God’s heavenly 
kingdom!

Father Baltazar, pastor of our sister parish, Our Lord of Esquipulas in Guatemala, greets parishioners after Mass here in December. 
He and Nora Portillo, a youth volunteer and English teacher from his parish, visited St. Clare in December to report on their parish’s 
projects and scholarship recipients, thank our parish for our support and to get to know some St. Clare parishioners.

Visitors from GuatemalaLiving their faith

Photos by John Dempsey

Sixth-grade PSR students make sandwiches for Cosgrove’s Kitchen as part of their lesson on 
discipleship. Each PSR class has an annual soup kitchen activity, through which they learn 
how helping the poor is an important part of being a disciple of Jesus.

Many of our parish’s youth shared 
their talents at our Christmas Eve 
liturgies to add to the glorious 
celebrations.

Photos by John Dempsey and Jack Leisure
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REGISTRATION IS OPEN
 Parents who missed St. Clare School’s 
kindergarten registration in January 
should contact the school right away as 
there are still spots open for the 2018-19 
school year.  The school hopes to have 
three small kindergarten classes next 
year.
 Registration also is open for grades 1-8 
for the upcoming school year.
 Tentative tuition for the 2018-2019 
school year is $3,780 for active, partici-
pating members of St. Clare of Assisi, St. 
Nicholas or Corpus Christi Parishes; this 
total is pending final approval at upcom-
ing parish meetings. Scholarships (for 
Catholic and non-Catholic students) are 
available through the new Illinois Invest 
in Kids Act. Visit https://empowerillinois.
org/students/how-do-i-apply/ to find out 
if you qualify and to review the applica-
tion checklist. Families should apply for 
the scholarship by Feb. 15. The pastors 
are committed to providing a Catholic 
education to all families who desire it, so 
if the Empower Illinois Scholarship is not 
available to meet all your needs, please 
contact your pastor.
 For more information on St. Clare 
School, visit www.saintclareschool.org or 
call Principal Clarice McKay at 632-6327.
 Good Shepherd Preschool will host 
an open house/registration event for 
preschool and pre-K (ages 3-5) for the 
2018-19 school year from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
on March 1 at the preschool location at 
St. Nicholas Church, 627 St. Nicholas 
Drive in O’Fallon. Half day (8:30-11:30 
a.m.) and full-day (8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.) 
options are available with extended care 
offered until 3:30 p.m. The school also has 
a playgroup for caregivers and children 
ages 9 months to 3 years. 

 For more information on the Good 
Shepherd Preschool program, contact 
Director Sherri Hertzler at 726-6532 or 
sherhertz5@gmail.com.

BENEFIT DINNER-AUCTION
 All parishioners are invited to enjoy 
the school’s Kentucky Derby-themed 
benefit dinner-auction on Friday, May 4 
at the Four Points Sheraton in Fairview 
Heights. This spectacular event helps 
raise funds for the school’s operating 
budget. Doors open for cocktails and 
hors d’oeuvres at 6 p.m. with dinner 
served at 7 p.m. for this adults-only 
event. The silent auction runs until 8 
p.m., and then the oral auction begins. 
Tickets are on sale for $50 per person, 
and everyone is encouraged to wear 
Derby attire.
 The committee can always use more 
help through volunteers, donations of 
items, purchase of raffle tickets and 
advertisements in the booklet. Con-
tact Allie Salzman at artwithallie@
yahoo.com or 447-2272 or Tara Short 
at tarashort4@icloud.com or 444-1544, 
or the school office at 632-6327.

FAITH ACTIVITIES
 During Lent, students will focus 
on God’s “masterpiece” of salvation. 
Students will share their experiences 
of “walking with Jesus” as they relate 
to the Gospel readings and pray the 
Stations of the Cross in the new garden. 
Grades 4-7 will have retreats, including 
a seventh-grade church history retreat 
with Father Jim, and eighth-graders 
will attend the Chrism Mass at St. 
Peter Cathedral. For a service project, 
they will donate to Catholic Relief 
Services. Students are asked to do acts 
of service in order to earn the money to 

Kindergarten and fifth-grade students 
work with their buddies to paint rocks 
for a special project to celebrate St. 
Clare Catholic School’s 150th anniver-
sary and Catholic Schools Week. All 
students painted a total of 150 rocks 
with inspiring, faith-based messages 
and art in January. Then families placed 
them throughout the area to spread 
their faith and love and to bring the 
school’s 150th anniversary celebration 
into the community. In addition to the 
students praying while painting, families 
placing the rocks prayed for the ‘finder’ 
of the rock. People who find a painted 
rock may keep it or place it in a new 
spot for someone else to find. They are 
encouraged to take a photo and post it 
on social media.

donate.
 During Advent, students looked to 
Mary as a model of how to live Advent. 
They viewed the different images of Mary 
as she showed them how to bring Jesus to 
our world and keep our Christmas prepa-
ration Christ centered.

SPECIAL PERFORMANCES
 The choir members showcased their 
talents in the Sweetheart Cabaret on Feb. 
9 and the musical, “Annie, Jr.” in Decem-
ber.  The Good Shepherd Preschool pre-
sented an enthusiastic program about the 
Shapes of Christmas, while the kinder-
garten and first-grade students presented 
a beautiful Nativity play. The bands 
presented their wonderful winter concert 
and are preparing for their regional music 
contest at the end of February.

BLANKET PROJECTS
 The seventh-grade religion classes do-
nated fleece and made 25 fleece tie blan-
kets for patients at St. Louis Children’s 
Hospital, and the St. Vincent DePaul Club 
donated two blankets.

SPECIAL WRITING HONORS
 Isabella Ponciroli won first place in the 
VFW 14th District Patriot’s Pen Essay 
Contest. Her essay about “America’s Gift 
to My Generation” was selected from 
among 300 entries, and she received 
a $300 prize. Bishop Edward Braxton 
selected Cami Crouch’s letter to be one of 
three letters from students in the diocese 
sent to Pope Francis on his 81st birthday.

SPEECH TEAM COMPETES
 Speech team members winning honors 
in the beginners’ meet were Mia Maalouf, 
first place; Robbie Greene, Jonathan Sill, 
Molly Distler, Marin Price and Andrew 
Hong, second place. 

Luke 18 teaches about God’s infinite love

With the theme “God is timeless,” high school 
and college students led 82 eighth-graders 
(Lukers) through the Luke 18 Retreat Jan. 12-14 
at St. Clare School. From the fun-filled opening 
welcome to the emotional closing ceremony, the 
student leaders shared their faith and life lessons 
with the Lukers through talks, skits, songs and 
share groups. Food and fun were also a big part 
of the weekend for the students from St. Clare, 
St. Nicholas and Corpus Christi parishes. Thanks 
to all adult and college volunteers for their work 
on the weekend.
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Dated material - please deliver immediately

  “Come to the Feast” – the title of our 
Lenten Mass, Soup and Speaker Series 
– is truly an invitation for everyone to 
grow in appreciation of the Eucharist 
and learn how we can live more 
Eucharistic lives. In addition, you will 
find a feast on those Monday nights of 
Lent, when we enjoy food and fellowship 
right before the talks.
 The series kicks off Feb. 19 and 
continues each Monday night through 
March 19. The five weekly talks on 
“Come to the Feast” will concentrate 

Lenten Soup and Speaker Series
‘Come to the Feast’ for spiritual nourishment

 

Ash Wednesday – Feb. 14
7 a.m. Word Service and Ashes
Noon Word Service and Ashes
7 p.m. Mass and Ashes
 
Mondays of Lent
Lenten Soup and Speaker Series
Feb. 19 - March 19
6 p.m.                  Mass
6:30 p.m.             Soup Supper
7:15 p.m.             Speaker
 
Stations of the Cross
Every Friday 6 p.m.
Feb. 16 - March 23
 
Living Stations of the Cross
Friday, March 23
6 p.m.
 
Confessions — Communal 
Reconciliation
March 19, 7 p.m. at Corpus Christi
March 21, 7 p.m. at St. Nicholas
March 22, 7 p.m. at St. Clare

By Kathy Sjoquist
 It’s a new year, brimming with new 
possibilities. What are your goals, your 
dreams? Better health, more travel, 
spiritual growth? Whatever you hope for, 
this is the time of year when anything 
seems possible, if you’re willing to take a 
step forward!
 We as a parish family have goals and 
dreams, as well. And whether it’s ex-
panding our offerings for young adults, 
performing more charitable outreach to 
those in need, enhancing our liturgies or 
paying down our mortgage, every possibil-

Take a step forward in giving tp our parish
ity requires people willing to step up and 
lead these efforts and, unavoidably, more 
funding to make it all happen.
 By now each registered parish 
household has received St. Clare’s 2018 
Stewardship Report. The report spells 
out St. Clare Parish’s need for every 
household to step up and take on a 
share of the responsibility for our church 
family’s fiscal well-being. Every year, St. 
Clare gives our member households the 
opportunity to make a pledge commitment 
to tithe a portion of income monthly in 
support of our operating budget. This 

scripturally based stewardship of tithing 
is our gift to God and His Church. We give 
this in gratitude for the blessings we’ve 
been given and in recognition of our place 
as supportive members of our faith family. 
 Where does your tithe go? Well, your 
parish has many of the same expenses 
your household or business reckons with: 
utilities, insurance, payroll and day-to-day 
maintenance of our church and extensive 
grounds. Beyond that, we financially 
support our youth attending St. Clare 
School and two regional Catholic high 

Come to the Feast 
(continued)

Bishop Braxton spoke at St. Clare in January, delivering an address on ‘The Catholic 
Church and the Racial Divide in the United States.’ About 100 people attended from 
our parish and the surrounding area. Starting with a meditation on what our experience 
of the Catholic Church would be if whites were black and blacks were white, Bishop 
Braxton delivered comments on the racial divide; its historical roots, current symptoms 
and consequences in our society and in the Catholic Church; and the language of power, 
specifically in reference to using the term ‘minority.’ He also called on us to look inward to 
find the way that our thoughts have been conditioned by our own context and experiences. 
He concluded his address by quoting St. Teresa of Calcutta, ‘Everybody can do something,’ 
and calling on everyone to listen, learn, think, pray and act.

Message on the racial divide

The Lenten Soup and Speaker Series always draws a big crowd of people eager to be ‘fed’ on their faith journey.

on various aspects of the Eucharist, 
including how it calls us into a deeper 
spirituality that opens new horizons of 
possibility; the elements of thanksgiving, 
healing, celebration and sending in the 
Mass; its moral repercussions; how the 
musical and liturgical actions of the Mass 
form us as a Eucharistic people; and its 
relationship to suffering. 
 Father Jim, Director of Adult Faith 
Formation Matthew Flynn and Director of 
Liturgy and Music Stephen Eros will each 
present at least one night of the series.

 Mass is at 6 p.m. with the soup 
dinner beginning at 6:30 p.m. and the 
presentations following from 7:15 to 
8:30 p.m. Everyone is welcome to attend 
any part of any evening. No RSVP is 
necessary. Various parish ministries will 
provide the soups and breads. There is 
no charge, although a free will offering is 
taken for a different charity each night.
 Free childcare is available. Please 
contact the parish office at 632-3562 to 
make reservations for the child care.

LENT SCHEDULE



In Memoriam

By Father
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From the
Pastor’s
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Welcome to 
our newcomers Recently you received our annual 

Stewardship Report of our parish fi-
nances and a short overview of how each 
person’s contributions make a lasting 
impact in our parish. In the report, our 
Stewardship Team presented an invita-
tion for all parishioners to do what they 
can to take the “next step” in giving. Just 
as every relationship is dynamic, con-
stantly either growing or declining, so too 
is a parish family. 
 Your financial support allows St. 
Clare Parish to keep growing so that we 
can continually take the next step as a 
dynamic Catholic community... in offer-
ing help to those in need and providing 
ministries that encourage people to grow 
in their faith life. 
 Know that each week our parish staff 

Taking the next step in our faith journey

meets and prays for your needs and  dis-
cusses ways that we can help our parish-
ioners take the next step in their faith 
journey. We give thanks to God for the 
privilege it is to serve you!
  As a parish, we also need to keep 
preparing for our long-term needs.  
Therefore, I am inviting everyone to 

 We extend our prayerful sympathy 
to the family and friends of deceased 
parishioners Lucy Weissert, Betty 
Gregory, Kathleen Flynn, Lawrence 
Bumb, Diane Metz Hill, Patricia 
Vollmer and Vernon Kombrink.

Baptisms
 We welcome these newly baptized 
children: Adeela Aarinade Adeoye, 
daughter of Adegberga and Mary Adeoye; 
Rosemarie Louisa, daughter of James 
and Sarah Mannix; David Michael, 
son of Matthew and Katie Flynn; and 
Maxwell Elliot, son of David and 
Michelle Guebert.

By Karen Brutto
 We welcome these newcomers to St. 
Clare:
 Mark and Margaret Eros of Belleville. 
They began attending Mass at St. Clare 
when their son, Stephen, was hired as 
director of liturgy and music. Margaret is 
a deputy clerk with the St. Clair County 
Clerk’s office. Mark, who retired after 
working for the county, babysits for his 
grandson and will add a granddaughter to 
his duties soon.
 They have been amazed by the welcome 
they received from the parishioners since 
the first time they stepped foot into the 
church (even before anyone knew they 
were Stephen’s parents).
 Jon and Alison Beach and their 
children, Avery, 7, Cassidy, 5, and Ryan, 2
 Kevin and Jennifer Martinez
 Jeffrey and Linda Severin
 Rhys and Tess Butler
 John and Karen Broadmeadow
 Nathan Hoffmann and Lizz 
Donberger
 Blessing Owens and her daughter, 
Miracle, 11 months
 Rosario Pierce and her sons, Aaron, 
Michael, 9, and Eric, 7
 Phillip and Andrea Legg and their 
children, Matthew, 14, and Grace, 11
 Taylor and Amanda Todd and their 
son, Hudson, 5
 Didimo and Sonia Palma and their 
children, Julio, 12, and Andrew, 10
 Zack and Lyndsey Kauth and their 
daughter, Charlotte, 1
 Matthew and Carrie Basler
 Matthew and Danielle Warchol and 
their children, Nora, 4, and Luke, 2

 The St. Clare Parish Pentecost Festival 
will be Sunday, May 20 on the church 
grounds, and everyone is invited to help 
make this day special. The picnic goes 
beyond the traditional parish event by 
featuring food from around the world.
 Parishioners originally from other 
countries or with wonderful ethnic back-
grounds are especially needed to cook 
and serve dishes from their homelands. 
People who can help with the various 
foods are asked to sign up now so the 
Hospitality Committee can determine the 
types of food booths we will feature.
 Parishioners of all ages are also needed 
to help in the children’s area, with set up 
and clean up and selling tickets. 

Save the date for the Parish 
Pentecost Festival:  May 20

 “We want to invite everyone to take 
part in some way. It takes a lot of 
volunteers to put on the Parish Pentecost 
Festival,” said Kristy Turner, Hospitality 
Committee chairman. “We really want 
everyone to come out and enjoy the day of 
food, entertainment and fellowship.” 
 To volunteer to help or offer sugges-
tions, contact Turner at 618-402-0885 or 
krisnturner@hotmail.com.
 The event kicks off at 11:45 a.m. that 
day. The picnic will be held on the east 
lawn and parking lot outside of the 
Fellowship Hall. Tickets will be on sale 
after Mass, starting in April, at $5 per 
person or $15 per family.

Rite of Acceptance for two parish youth

Siblings Anna and Gabriel Strohm went through the Rite of Acceptance in the Prayer Room at St. Clare 
School on January 7 as their Parish School of Religion classmates watched. Their godparents, Michael 
Mueller and Caroline Robertson (behind Anne) and John and Carol Mueller (behind Gabriel), assisted Dea-
con Dennis with the rite. Having completed this rite, both are now catechumens on their journey to Baptism 
at the Easter Vigil, when they will join in full communion with the Church. PSR students Jillian Takacs, below 
left, and Mariah Spencer, below right, assisted with the Liturgy of the Word.

a “Town Hall Gathering” on Thurs-
day, March 15, at 7 p.m. to share your 
thoughts about our immediate need for 
efficient and accessible parish offices and 
to do some visioning about other possible 
parish facilities.
 Jesus continually said to his disciples, 
“Come follow me!” He never stops invit-
ing us to take his hand and take the next 
step in what it means to be his followers. 
I am so grateful to all of you who are on 
this discipleship journey with me. 
 And to those of you who may feel you 
are “off the path” a little or disconnected 
from our parish or your Catholic faith, I 
invite you to come join us this Lent as, 
together, we take the next step of getting 
closer to Jesus.

Students learn and grow at NCYC

St. Clare’s group of 24 youth and adult leaders immersed themselves in ‘everything Catholic’ at the National Catholic Youth Conference in 
Indianapolis. They spent three days hearing inspirational speakers and music, praying and singing with 25,000 other young Catholics in Lucas Oil 
Stadium and talking with other Catholic youth from across the country. Thanks to our parishioners, the students’ families and friends for making this 
amazing experience possible.


