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Belleville Bishop Edward Braxton and many parishioners, including our youth, participate in St. Clare’s special Sesquicentennial Mass on Oct. 7.

Photos by Jack Leisure

Celebrating Sesquicentennial with spirit and style!
By Kathy Sjoquist

With events running spring through
fall, St. Clare’s big 2017 Sesquicentennial
celebration offered five months’ worth
of activities for our parishioners and
the greater community. Our theme, “150
Days for 150 Years,” provided lots of time
and many varied opportunities for all to
reflect and rejoice.
Our party began in June with St.
Clare’s annual Pentecost Festival, where
we highlighted our parishioners’ varied ethnic and cultural backgrounds
with food, entertainment and fun for
all. On the feast of Corpus Christi later
that month, we carried Christ and our
Catholic faith into our community with
an extended Eucharistic procession from
our current church through the streets of
O’Fallon, concluding at our historic Third
Street church (now the school chapel).
Mid-summer saw more celebration and
outreach as we welcomed everyone to
see our beautiful church with a Sunday
afternoon Open House. Church tours led
by parishioners and displays of historic
parish artifacts gave a glimpse of St.
Clare’s rich heritage and proud presence
in the Metro East.
For pure partying there was no topping our 17th annual Oktoberfest, held as
always on the grounds of St. Clare School

in the heart of O’Fallon. Five $150 raffle
prizes gave a nod to our big anniversary,
and an amazing $67,000 was raised for
our parish building fund!
A truly busy week of landmark events
followed the Fest, beginning with the
dedication and blessing of a new Stations
of the Cross Meditation Garden on the
St. Clare School campus. Located on the
site that previously housed the red brick
Lugge Center kindergarten building (In
prior decades, it also served as a convent
and as our parish’s original rectory.),
this beautiful garden offers a quiet path
past shrines depicting the Stations of the
Cross. Open to all, the garden is our parish’s anniversary gift to the community
and a welcome “green space” in O’Fallon’s
city center. Many civic leaders and parishioners attended the garden blessing.
Later that day, Father Jim and our
parish trustees were in attendance as
O’Fallon Mayor Herb Roach and the
O’Fallon City Council issued a proclamation honoring St. Clare Parish for its
historic significance and contributions to
the city for 150 years.
Our celebration came to a rousing
conclusion with a lovely and lively liturgy
commemorating St. Clare’s Sesquicentennial as well as the 10th anniversary of the
dedication of our current church. 		

Belleville Bishop Edward Braxton
presided at this Mass of Thanksgiving,
attended by hundreds of parishioners,
friends, community leaders and wellwishers. A reception followed with fellowship and festivity for all.
It also served as a sendoff for Father
Jim and a group of parishioners who
traveled on pilgrimage to Italy the following week. The group carried our intentions and prayers along as they toured
iconic Catholic sites in Rome and Assisi.
Thank you to all the ministry leaders
and parishioners who came together to
make these great anniversary events a
reality. A commitment to stewardship is
truly a hallmark at St. Clare, and your
efforts allowed us all to celebrate the
Sesquicentennial with spirit and style!

Bishop Braxton greets parishioner Jim Thoman.

Praise God for 150 glorious years – and more!
When I read and reflect on passages
from our parish history books, I realize
how indebted we are to the pastors, religious sisters and parishioners who made
tremendous sacrifices of time, talent and
financial resources to lay the bedrock
foundation of faith upon which we stand
today. For 150 years, St. Clare Parish has
been helping the poor, educating youth
and adults and providing a place of deep
spirituality that has fed the hearts and
souls of countless people.
For many months now, we as a parish
have been recalling this rich heritage.
Our “150 Days for 150 Years” celebration
has drawn to a close. But looking back on
the many sesquicentennial activities and
events that we enjoyed and shared, my
hope is that the impact of this milestone
anniversary will last far into the future.
You may not have realized it at the

From the
Pastor’s
Desk
By Father
Jim Deiters
time, but evangelization was at the core
of our celebration. We did this by bringing
Christ into the community in our churchto-church Corpus Christi procession,
welcoming our neighbors of all denominations and backgrounds at our Open House,
hosting a great area-wide Oktoberfest
party and creating a beautiful meditation
garden for all to enjoy. These wonderful
events helped tell the story of St. Clare

Parish and our Catholic faith to all of
O’Fallon and beyond.
While the “official” celebration has concluded, new chapters in our parish history are about to be written. God calls us
to continue the work of love and justice,
worship and prayer. We are further called
to share our stories with those who have
yet to know and embrace Christ, present
in Word and Sacrament in our Catholic
Church.
Our sesquicentennial events laid the
groundwork by proclaiming our parish’s
historic faith story to the community.
Through the intercession of our Blessed
Mother Mary and the Saints, let us all
be inspired to share our Catholic faith
confidently, in action and in word. Let us
do our best to continue on the path of our
founders to keep St. Clare a refuge rich
with the Holy Spirit’s Love!

Convoy of Hope reaches thousands
Several St. Clare parishioners joined
over 1,500 volunteers to serve 3,400
“Guests of Honor” at the Convoy of Hope,
held in July at the Jackie Joyner-Kersee
Foundation to bring hope to our MetroEast community.
A total of 103 local churches joined in
this ministry for people in need. Volunteers provided free medical and dental
screenings, children’s shoes, filled school
backpacks, family photos, haircuts, lunch,
groceries, career and veterans’ services
and much more. The day was hot but the
spirits were high.
Convoy of Hope is a faith-based,
nonprofit organization with a mission to
bring help and hope to communities and
to feed the world through children’s feeding initiatives, community outreach and
disaster response.

Deacons Dennis Vander Ven and Tim DeRousse (from Queen of Peace) pray with guests during the July
Convoy of Hope Community Event in East St. Louis. They also helped connect guests with churches near
their homes.

Parish offers many ways to grow in faith
Look for these faith formation opportunities, including some great ways to embrace
Advent and to start the new year.
• Book Sale sponsored by the Daughters
of St. Paul, Nov. 25-26 in the Gathering
Space.
• Advent booklets featuring reflections
on the daily readings written by our own
parishioners and staff, available starting
the weekend of Nov. 25-26.
• “The Eucharist: Our Daily Bread,” Jan.
18, 6:30-8 p.m. This evening will include
a presentation, time for discussion and
prayer. The focus is on the Eucharist as the
gift that sustains us, builds up the Church
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and calls us forth to live more deeply as
disciples.
• “Marriage, Divorce and Annulments:
Realities and Myths,” Jan. 25, 7-8:30 p.m.
This presentation by Father Jim is good
for all, including anyone who hopes to get
married one day. It covers the Church’s
definition of “marriage,” the difference
between a divorce and an annulment, what
is involved in the annulment process and
how an annulment can bring great healing.
• Women’s Welcome Experience, Feb.
17-18. This retreat is a great opportunity to
discover what is missing in life and what to
do about it.

Sister parish reps
to pay a visit

St. Clare will host two visitors from
our sister parish in Guatemala, Father
Baltazar and Nora Portillo, this fall.
Father Baltazar is one of four Missionaries of the Holy Spirit at our sister parish,
Our Lord of Esquipulas, and serves as
the pastor there. Nora, a member of that
parish, volunteers with the youth and
teaches English.
Our parish will welcome them with an
appetizer reception after Mass on Saturday, Dec. 2, and at Coffee and Doughnuts
on Sunday, Dec. 3.
The Eye Opener of St. Clare Catholic Community

Parish pilgrims savor the spirit in Rome, Assisi

Among the highlights of the parish pilgrimage to Italy was a visit to San Damiano, St. Clare’s convent in Assisi. The group also toured the
basilicas of St. Francis and St. Clare in Assisi and the four main basilicas in Rome, and attended a general audience with the Pope. The trip
began with a spirit-filled surprise as parishioner Jeff Sjoquist stepped forward for his Confirmation and first Holy Communion during the first
Mass of the pilgrimage. With the help of Father Jim and Adult Faith Formation Director Matt Flynn and without his wife Kathy’s knowledge,
Jeff secretly prepared for his entry into the Catholic Church in the weeks leading up to the trip. Father Jim, Jeff and Kathy are aglow with
the Spirit after the Mass, held in the appropriately named Santo Spirito Church.

Parish presents garden as gift to all

St. Clare School students and community leaders gathered to bless and dedicate the new
Meditation Garden. Located on Third Street where the Lugge Center previously stood, the
green space is open to all and features a winding path through shrines depicting the Stations of
the Cross.
Photos by John Dempsey and Jeff Sjoquist
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Ornament features
St. Joseph statue

A new limitededition Christmas ornament featuring St.
Clare Church art will
debut during Advent.
This year’s ornament
features a photograph of the statue
of St. Joseph with a
young Jesus, which
is in our church’s St.
Joseph Shrine.
This beautiful, hand-carved, wooden
statue is more than 100 years old and
is among the few remaining devotional
items that date back to the earliest days
of our parish. It was brought from the old
St. Clare Church on Third Street to our
current church in 2007.
The porcelain ornament also includes
the scripture verse Proverbs 22:6: “Train
your child in the ways of God.”
This year’s ornament is the 10th in a
series of collectors’ ornaments featuring
the art and architecture of our new church.
The ornaments will be sold for $10
each after weekend Masses Dec. 2-17. A
limited number of ornaments from previous years also will be available. Proceeds
benefit the parish’s building fund. For
more information, contact Ellen Gravlin
at 531-9151.
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Oktoberfest is a great ‘fun’-raiser

From the German beer and bratwurst to the 5K run and kids’ games, the 17th annual St. Clare Oktoberfest offered
fun for the entire O’Fallon-Shiloh community and another way to celebrate our parish’s 150th anniversary. The
event’s great reputation and beautiful weather brought out the crowds. While parishioners worked the booths to
help raise funds to pay down our mortgage, they also nurtured parish community spirit by working with new folks or
renewing old friendships.

Photos by Jack Leisure and John Dempsey
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Corpus Christi procession goes church-to-church

In recognition of our 150-year presence in O’Fallon, this year’s Corpus
Christi procession traversed from the current St. Clare Church to our historic
church on Third Street. The group paused for prayer at the mid-point of the
walk near Highway 50 and Lincoln Avenue. More than 100 parishioners of all
ages participated in the solemn Eucharistic procession.
Photos by Jack Leisure and Lonny Roberts

Pentecost Festival showcases our diversity

Serving and sampling
delicious foods from many
lands was a delightful
highlight at the Parish
Pentecost Picnic. Kids
enjoyed games, a bounce
house, face-painting,
wagon rides and lots of
entertainment on a sunny
Sunday afternoon.
Photos by Lonny Roberts and Jane Dotson
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St. Clare School news
FAITH-FILLED LEARNING
Sixth- through eighth-grade students
took part in the blessing of the new Stations of the Cross Garden across from
the school. The garden is a gift to the
community from St. Clare Parish, and all
students are visiting the garden as part
of their studies and faith formation.
Bishop Edward Braxton and Thomas
Posnanski, the diocese’s director of
faith formation and education, visited
all classrooms of the school on Sept.
19. When Bishop Braxton comes to the
classrooms, he enjoys answering questions and hearing what our students are
learning.
Fifth-grade classes celebrated the
Feast of St. Francis with a pet blessing.
The sixth-grade students were presented with Bibles, thanks to the generosity
of the Knights of Columbus. During the
homily, Father Judkins reminded them to
listen to the Word of God with their ears
and their hearts.
Students honored Ss. Isaac Jogues,
Jean de Brebeuf and companions on their
feast day and learned much about these
courageous saints. Since many of the
students are familiar with these North
American martyrs due to visiting Camp

School to host open
house, registration

St. Clare Catholic School and its Good
Shepherd Preschool and Pre-Kindergarten program invite people interested
in learning more about the school to an
open house from 1:30 to 3 p.m. on Sunday,
January 28 at St. Clare School. Kindergarten registration for 2018-19 also will
be held at that time.
The open house will be especially helpful for parents considering enrolling their
children in preschool, pre-K or kindergarten for the upcoming year.
St. Clare School is located at 214 W.
Third St. by the old St. Clare Church in
downtown O’Fallon and instructs students
in grades K-8 at that location. St. Clare
School offers the Good Shepherd program
for children ages 3-5 in the Good Shepherd Center at St. Nicholas Parish.
In addition, St. Clare School will celebrate Catholic Schools Week Jan. 28-Feb.
3. This year’s theme is “Catholic Schools:
Learn. Serve. Lead. Succeed.”
The week ends with a pancake breakfast from 9 a.m. to noon on Sunday, Feb. 4,
in the school cafeteria and gym. Everyone
is invited to attend. Tickets will be available at the door.
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Ondessonk, students were allowed to
wear their Camp Ondessonk T-shirts,
spirit wear or other school colors to remember to stay strong in their faith and
to have courage like the martyrs.
Students celebrated All Saints Day
during the week before Nov. 1 by researching saints and trying to “stump the
priests” with a quiz after the Masses.
The school’s theme for this year is:
“You (we) are God’s Masterpiece.” The
theme song is “Flawless” by MercyMe.
TEACHER HONORED
Congratulations to eighth-grade homeroom teacher Michelle Janes! She is one
of the recipients of Althoff Catholic High
School’s Salute to Excellence in Catholic
Education Award, which is given to honor
St. Clair County Catholic school educators who have made the most significant
impact on their students and in the
Catholic community.
DIOCESAN CHAMPIONS
Our soccer teams had exciting seasons
this fall. The seventh- and eighth-grade
boys won a first-place trophy in the Diocesan Tournament.
SCHOLASTIC CLUBS
St. Clare Knights’ Chess Club, Speech
Club and Scholar Bowl members were

busy preparing for their competitions.
MUSICAL PERFORMANCES
A Christmas concert featuring the
bands and a K-1 Nativity play is slated
for 2 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. Monday, Dec.
4. The 5-8 choir will present a musical,
“Annie Jr.,” at 1:30 and 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 19 and 6:30 p.m. Wednesday,
Dec. 20.
HELPING OUR NEIGHBORS
Students and their families donated
food, toiletries and paper products to
the O’Fallon Food Pantry in honor of the
feast of St. Vincent de Paul in September.
SANTA’S FUN SHOP
Students will get a chance to shop at
Santa’s Fun Shop from 9 to 11:30 a.m.
on Dec. 2 in the school gym and cafeteria. The annual event offers the children
a way to purchase gifts for family and
friends at prices between $1 and $10.
Parents can shop in a vendors section.
RAFFLE THANK YOU
Thanks to all the parents, students,
parishioners, family and friends for supporting our raffle to make it a resounding success! This fundraiser, as well as
the annual gift-giving campaign and the
auction, provide 10 percent of our income for our general operating budget.

Bibles for PSR students

Parish School of Religion
sixth-grade students receive
Bibles from Deacon Dennis
Vander Ven. He blessed
the Bibles and presented
them to fifth- and sixthgrade students at a prayer
service for each grade
in September. The PSR
program recently added the
Bibles for fifth-graders, after
several years of presenting
Bibles to sixth-graders. Now
students in grades 5-8 have
Bibles to use in PSR and at
home. St. Clare School also
presents Bibles to its sixthgrade students.
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Welcome to our newcomers
We welcome these newcomers to St.
Clare Parish:
Jay and Anne Flournoy and their
son, Jack, 11, recently moved to the area
from Murrieta, CA. They previously attended St. Clare and are happy to be back
with their St. Clare Community. Anne is
a convention planner, and Jay is a chief of
staff at TransCom.
John and Danielle Schnable are
both teachers. John is a high school special education math teacher, and Danielle
is a new eighth-grade teacher at St. Clare
School.
Shawn and Jessica Timpson, and
their children, Alexander, 22, Peter, 18,
Katerina, 17, Gregory, 15, Isabella,
11, Philip, 9, Gabriella, 7, Veronica, 5,
Nicholas, 4, Angela, 2, and Patrick five
months, recently moved to the area from
MacDill Air Force Base, FL. They were
led to St. Clare through friends and family who were parishioners when stationed
here previously. They are impressed with
the friendliness and welcoming feeling
and the numerous groups available to
every member of the family. Shawn is
in the Air Force, and Jessica stays home
with the children.
Hannah Harry recently moved to
the area from Millstadt. She visited a
few times and loves the vibrant parish
community. Hannah teaches sixth- and
seventh-grade English and language arts
at Fulton Junior High School.
Steve and Robin McCarty, and their
son, William, 16, were led to St. Clare
though a wedding they attended in October.
Dustin Shoemaker and Amanda
Kurtz would like to be married at St.
Clare. Their son, Lincoln, 3, was baptized two years ago.
Justin and Emily Alberico, and their
children, Madeleine, 11, Sofia, 9, Jude,
6, and Jacob, 4, moved to O’Fallon in
May from McGuire Air Force Base, NJ.
They were led to St. Clare through local
friends. Justin works at Scott AFB, and
Emily stays home with their children.
Trent and Ashley Gutridge, and
their children, Elizabeth, 4, Mary, 3,
Max, 1 and Rose, newborn, have lived
in Belleville their entire lives. They were
led to St. Clare by the family-friendly
atmosphere and the number of youth
in the parish. They are overjoyed by the
opportunities available in the parish and
the ability to be able to join these activities due to the childcare provided by the
parish. Trent is a hospital pharmacist at
Missouri Baptist Hospital. Ashley is a vocalist and oboist and stays at home with
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their children. They love cooking and having people over for dinner, and Ashley’s
brother is Father Nick Junker, director of
vocations for our diocese.
Jay and Elizabeth LeChien, and
their children, Clarence, 7, Josephine,
4, Elizabeth, 3, and Miles, 1, recently
moved to the area from Cedar Park,
Texas. They were led to St. Clare because
they were looking for a vibrant parish
with lots of young families.
Hilary Wirth moved to the area ten
years ago from Mt. Carmel, IL. She was
led to St. Clare because of the inspiring
homilies that address today’s struggles.
She enjoys the amazing music and reverence in the Mass.
Nancy Smith recently moved to the
area from Arkansas. She was led to St.
Clare through the website and feels that
she has truly found a home here. Nancy is
a retired registered nurse.
Marissa Dampf
Bassam and Samar Maalouf and
their children, Mia, 10, Sarah, 8, and
Mark, 2
Benjamin Krenke and Elizabeth
Renaker-Jansen and their daughter,
Isabella, 3
Steven Mankins and Sally Portera
and their son, Jake, 8
David and Amanda Northrop and
their children, Madison, 14, Anthony, 6,
Kaylee, 6, and Hannah, 5 months
George and Angel Huelsmann, and
their daughter, Madison, 16
Tony and Amber Pascua and their
children, Destiny, 17, Haley, 13, and
Leilonnie, 8
Eric and Jamie Wiggin and their
children, Jalen, 14, Landen, 7
Allen and Brandi Rountree and their
children, Michaela, 18, and Mikaia, 9
Jason and Alana Domina and their
daughter, Sophia, 5
Christopher and Catherine Driscoll
and their children, Liam, 8, Jack, 6, and
Connor, 6 months
Richard and Kathleen Morgan and
their children, Richard Jr., 9, William,
7, and Vincent, 5
Marshall and Sandra Goodman and
their daughter, Ella, 6
Thomas Hickey and son, Charlie, 9
Colt and Sandra Schiefelbein and
their children, Evan, 9, Dylan, 6, and
Ava, 1
Steven and Laura Michelfelder
Daniel and Karol Williams and son,
Brandon
Michael and Audrey Peet
Ryan and Brittany Easter

Baptisms
We welcome these newly baptized
children: Britte Juliette, daughter of
Andrew and Sarah Beckett; Phoebe
Christine, daughter of Jaye and Kellyn
Lindsay; Zoey Lynn, daughter of Stephen and Stephanie Sharpe; Jace Hugo,
son of Jordan and Joni Schwankhaus;
Eleanor Christine, daughter of Nathaniel and Jordan Myers; Josephine
Corinne, daughter of Joaquin and
Ana Rushing; Sienna Rose and Elliot
Joseph, children of Jonathan and Julie
Hamby; Gabriel Shawn, son of James
and Cassie Larson; Jack Winston and
Samuel David, sons of Thomas and
Elizabeth Reichenbach; Grady William
and Morgan Grace, children of William
and Christy Rasmussen; Jack Alexander, son of Brent and Tricia Smith; Kylee
Ryanne, daughter of Chad and Emily
O’Neil; Cooper Jacob, son of Nathan
and Ashley Brown; Lochlan Alexander
and Lillienne Avery, children of Gary
and Melinda Meek; Connor Samuel, son
of Christopher and Catherine Driscoll;
Monserat Santana, daughter of Julio
and Erika Santana; James David, son of
Andrew Ketterman and Lindsay Pierson;
Hannah Margaret, daughter of David
and Amanda Northrop; Linus Garner
and Brooklyn Faith, children of Josh
and Tiffany Flint; Klara Emilya, daughter of Steven and Kristina Moore, and
Rose Philippine, daughter of Trent and
Ashley Gutridge.

Weddings
We celebrate the Holy Matrimony of
Betsy Perkins and Ryan McCarty,
Taylor Klingelhoefer and Ben Werner, and Lindsey Jessop and Anthony
Swann.

In Memoriam
We extend our prayerful sympathy to the
family and friends of deceased parishioners: Ronald Pendegrass, Brennan and
Finley Bereda, Lee Strayhorn, Hannah
Faith Grubofski. Shirley Carroll, Kevin
Banker, Doris Zink and Dale Reeser.

St. Clare Seniors
celebrate the season

The St. Clare Seniors will enjoy a potluck dinner and a gift exchange at their
Christmas party on Monday, Dec. 11.
Please bring a side dish or dessert and a
$5 gift for the gift exchange game. The meeting is at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
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Advent and
Christmas
schedules
Dec. 8
Solemnity of the Immacu		
late Conception Masses 		
		
at 7 a.m. and 6 p.m. at St.
		
Clare Church; 8:30 a.m. at
		
St. Clare School
Dec. 9
First Reconciliation,
		
10 a.m. at church
Dec. 10 Masterworks Chorale,
		
7:30 p.m. at church
Dec. 14 Advent Penance Service,
		
7 p.m.
Dec. 23 Saturday night Mass for
		
Sunday obligation, 5 p.m.
(Prelude music begins 30 minutes
before each Christmas Mass.)
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Masses,
		
4:30 p.m. and 11 p.m.
Dec. 25 Christmas Day Mass,
		
10 a.m. Mass
Dec. 30 5 p.m. Mass
Dec. 31 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Mass
		
Eucharistic Adoration
		
after 10:30 Mass through
		
benediction at 11:40 a.m.
		
on Jan. 1
Jan. 1
Noon Mass (not a holy day
		
of obligation)

Give a gift of love, hope
By Matthew Flynn
Director of Adult Faith Formation and Mission

My mom made Christmas special
growing up, because she understood the
joy in giving a good gift. She would take
us Christmas shopping, help us pick out
presents (ones we bought with our own
money or made by hand) and help us
wrap them. And we were always excited
on Christmas to see us open our presents to each other. She taught us how to
love to give.
In that same spirit, please consider
these alternative ways of giving this
Christmas Season, ways that can bring
joy to so many.
Book Sale sponsored by the
Daughters of St. Paul, Nov. 25-26.
This is an excellent opportunity to buy
religious and spiritual works to help
nourish our loved ones.
The Giving Tree. Each gift goes to a
family being helped by our St. Vincent

de Paul Conference or the Fontebella
Maternity Home. Starting Nov. 25, pick
an ornament, shop for the gift listed,
wrap it (no bows), place the identifying
tag securely on the outside of the package
and return the gift to the church no later
than Dec. 15. This is a great way for family members to give together.
Fair Trade Sale, Dec. 16-17. Fair
trade nativity sets, coffee, chocolate and
tea make great gifts and are available
in the Gathering Space. All proceeds
support just wages, dignified work and
charitable projects.
The Guatemala Scholarship Fund.
Donate in someone’s honor, helping send
a child from a poor family in our sister
parish to school. Use the pink Guatemala envelope from your monthly envelope
packet and note that your donation is for
the Scholarship Fund. Checks should be
made payable to St. Clare Church. Contact Laura Polillo at lpacmt@gmail.com

The always-popular Altar Sodality
Christmas cookies will be sold after
Masses on Dec. 9-10. The plates of threedozen, assorted, homemade cookies will
be offered for $12 each in the Fellowship
Hall. Some baked goods and candy also
may be available for sale.
To pre-order your cookies, call Mary

Ann Winans at 632-7137. 	
The Altar Sodality appreciates donations of homemade cookies for the sale.
Please call Mary Ann to let her know
you will donate. Bring your cookies to
the Fellowship Hall at 8 a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 9 or make arrangements to
drop off another time.

Altar Sodality sells Christmas cookies

