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 In both the first reading and the gospel, God raises up unlikely 
leaders to places of authority to bring honor and glory.  Remember 
the gospel a few weeks ago when Peter doubted Jesus when he let 
him walk on water?  Or when Peter denied Jesus three times?  Or 
when the disciples fled in fear after the crucifixion?  My favorite line 
of Sunday’s gospel - “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah.  For 
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my heavenly 
Father.”  Despite his doubts, fears, and humanness, Peter’s 
faithfulness and relationship with God revealed to him the greatest 
Truth of all time.  It’s from this moment in scripture that we 
celebrate the Church in our hymns this weekend. 
 The opening hymn “The Church’s One Foundation” (below) is a 
tried and true classic.  The text was penned by Samuel J. Stone, an 
Anglican priest of the 19th century.  It’s ironic that such a text was 
penned by a member of a denomination that broke off from the 
Catholic Church, but that’s a different article for a different time!   
 While we often think of the “birth of the Church” happening at 
Pentecost, many events led up to the moment of commissioning at 
Pentecost.  In the first stanza of the hymn, the words “she is his 
new creation by water and the word” carry significant scriptural 
meaning.  We’re reminded of Jesus being baptized by John, 
instituting the Sacrament of Baptism, and how his ministry fulfilled 
the word of the prophets.  This line of text also calls to mind the 
words of St. Paul in 2 Corinthians 5:17 - “So whoever is [baptized] in 
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Christ is a new creation.”  Stanza 2 of the text continues by 
celebrating the graces of Baptism (her charter of salvation….) and 
the Eucharist (partakes one holy food).  Stanza 3 recognizes that 
our work of unifying Christ’s body is never finished – God longs for 
the “consummation of peace” among all his children.  Despite that 
toil and tribulation, the Church on earth shares union with God 
(stanza 4)!  Stanza 4 also reminds us of the “mystic, sweet 
communion” we have with the saints and angels in heaven, as we 
celebrate the Eucharist at every Sunday liturgy.  As any good hymn 
does, the final stanza fills us with hope and leaves us in awe of our 
Catholic faith!   
 Back to Peter.  St. Paul wrote in today’s second reading, “Oh, 
the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!” 
God’s wisdom was at work when he chose Peter as the head of the 
Church.   From Peter, despite toil and tribulation, the beautiful 
Universal Church exists today to bring others to Christ, to save and 
heal with the sacraments, and to rejoice with the heavenly chorus 
every time we gather to celebrate the Eucharist, the source and 
summit of our faith.  Let us never take for granted God’s incredible 
gift of the Church on earth! 

Stephen Eros 
Director of Liturgy & Music 
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