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The readings today challenge us to examine our faith.  We’re given the examples of  our forefathers’ faith 
at the Passover, Abraham sacrificing Issac, and him leading the Jewish people to the promise land.  For us, 
these examples are simply a part of  our story as Christians.  We must remember that for the people who 
endured these tests, it took strong, ceaseless faith that God was guiding them every step of  the way. 

Our opening hymn, “A Living Faith,” (#677) also known as “Faith of  Our Fathers,” is a hymn of  
thanksgiving and praise to our ancestors for the tests they endured, which, eventually, helped reveal the 
Kingdom of  God to all.  As always, I encourage you to look at the whole text, but I want to highlight the 
third stanza… 

	 Faith of  our sisters, brothers too, 
	 Who still must bear oppression’s might, 
	 Raising on high, in prisons dark, 
	 The cross of  Christ still burning bright. 
	 Faith for today, O living faith… 

This text is a poignant reminder of  our sisters and brothers who endure persecutions even today.  I think 
especially of  the Christians being persecuted in the middle east and surrounding areas on a daily basis, 
and of  the priest who was killed by the Islamic State terrorists last week.  These horrible events often cause 
fear, which is the goal of  the perpetrators.  On the contrary, it’s important to pray for all involved in these 
attacks, and view the victims as models of  faith and witnesses to the Cross.  As the stanza concludes, 
“Faith for today, O living faith!” 

The good news, though, is found in the gospel.  A continuation of  last week’s “parable of  the rich fool,” 
Jesus tells us, “For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be.”  Through faith and preparedness, 
we await the coming of  the Lord, just as the servants await the return of  their master.  The communion 
song (#679) echoes this message - “O Lord, you are the center of  my life.”  This text, based on Psalm 16, 
expresses our desire to put God first, and our faith that God will provide and protect us. 
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