SEPTEMBER 26, 2008

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME
Dedication Anniversary of St. Clare of Assisi 

Scripture Readings for a Church Dedication 

Fr. Jim Deiters
  

One of my favorite memories of our very successful Oktoberfest yesterday came from a little girl, probably around 6 years old, who kind of summed up the great event with her face painted and a stuffed animal in her hands.  When I stooped down to ask her what ride was her favorite.  With excitement written all over her face she said, “The W-H-O-L-E thing is just the best ever!  Can we have this every weekend?” When I promised her that we would have it at least once a year, she said, “Well I promise that I’ll be here every year!”  Then, accidentally my pastor’s hat came on and I said, “That’s great you’ll be here every year, but eventually when you grow up you’ll have to WORK at the Oktoberfest.”  And she gave me this ‘look’… like I said a dirty word!  I quickly tried to recover her joy by switching the subject to the rides once again. 

Her JOY and enthusiasm captured for me some of the prime experiences that our parish has been blessed with during our first year in THIS our new church!  For those who were here last year for the Rite of Dedication, we witnessed the beautiful ritual of consecrating this place with holy water, lots of rich Chrism Oil, and bellowing incense.  But our Scriptures and Church documents remind us that while the building symbolically represents our worship of God, it is really the PEOPLE who make up what we call the ‘Church’ with a capital ‘C.’ 

All the parishioners who helped make this happen – from the ones who attended all the planning meetings, to the ones who helped with fundraisers, to the ones who were hesitant, but prayerfully stuck with it – one year ago, we were united by God’s Spirit in JOY and enthusiasm for the Dedication of this beautiful church. 

And that joy and enthusiasm has only increased with all the new parishioners who have now joined us on the journey.  And our membership will continue to increase as we stand firm in our commitment to prayerful liturgies, inspiring music, Spirit-filled preaching, and genuine hospitality.  We will continue to be a place of welcome to the youth, the elderly, those with disabilities, and the poor.  With our Catholic heritage, we will always be committed to justice and outreach to the needy.  As the Holy Spirit unites us in this common Mission of the Gospel, we are what St. Peter talked about in our reading today when he wrote, “Like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house to BE a holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifice to God.” 

With such a grand place of worship as this, it could be tempting for us to ‘hunker down,’ self-marvel at we have accomplished, raise more money to pay for it, and think we have done our job.  But when St. Peter writes in his letter that we must remember that we are a “royal priesthood,” those are words of MISSION that challenge us to recall our baptism when we were first called a ‘priest’ like Jesus.  Since we all share in Christ’s priesthood on some level, this building beckons us back, Sunday after Sunday, to give worship to God and reconnect us to Jesus’ priestly example to serve others and SEEK OUT those who feel distant from God. 

When we look around at the strong stone pillars that surround us, to me they represent the faith-filled women and men who make up past, present, and future generations. 

·        There is a pillar for the founding ancestors of St. Clare parish who built the two previous St. Clare churches in 1860’s and 1890’s; 

·        there is a pillar representing all of the people who come to Mass weekly; 

·        another pillar represents all of our young people in the school and PSR programs with all of their questions and enthusiasm; 

·        there is a pillar for all generous benefactors – from the inspiring little boy who handed me his filled piggy bank! … to such heroes as Mr. Louis Rasp who donated these twenty acres of land on which we now worship; 

·        another pillar stands for all of our faith-filled organizations such as the Ladies Sodality and Knights and Auxiliary of Columbus and the other 80-plus ministries; 

·        another pillar represents all of our young parents and single people; 

·        one more pillar stands for those in our midst who have felt excluded elsewhere and come here seeking inclusion. 

Pillar by pillar, we form a community centered in Jesus Christ, with the Scriptures and the sacraments to guide us to God’s Kingdom.  And yet St. Peter reminds us that we are ‘LIVING’ stones, called to be a ‘holy nation’ and a beacon of light for those in the world who are living in darkness.  The worship that takes place in this temple of God proves its quality only in the way that it inspires us to leave this place with a greater commitment to evangelize others to Christ and reach out to those in need. 

Thus we can never simply marvel at the beauty of a church as an end in itself.  While its strength and magnificence represent the commitment of its people, the DOORS of the same church summon us to leave the Eucharist as people of the Beatitudes: “living stones’… eager to represent Christ in the way we offer comfort to the afflicted, mercy and peace to those who offend us, meekness in our service, and always hungering for justice.  Here in the Eucharist we are about to ‘rebuilt’ once again by Jesus into his holy temple.

