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I was newly ordained and this young guy named Matt came to talk to me about his desire to become Catholic.  Having spent my whole life in a Christian- Catholic culture, I was a little dumbfounded when he told me that he had never been baptized and really did not know much at all about Jesus.  I was caught off guard when he asked me the very simple question, “So, how would you sum up what you really believe about this person Jesus?”  The immediate image that came to mind was my office shelves filled with theology books that I had just spent the past eight years of seminary digesting…and how could I possibly ‘sum up’ what it all meant.   Once he entered the RCIA classes for those seeking baptism, I continued to be amazed at his and the other participants personal searching for a relationship with this person Jesus that I had sort of taken for granted all my life.
Even for those of us who have been Christian for a long time, we are all life-long ‘seekers’ and searchers to get to know this person Jesus Christ.  But I think that many people put Jesus in the category of ‘religion’ rather than a person with whom we are in a dynamic relationship.  When we relegate Jesus to a religion that we sort of ‘pay homage to’ once a week on Sunday, our hungering soul and mind turn elsewhere for some person or thing that we think will bring us happiness.
This great story of Zacchaeus represents all of us who are trying to ‘see’ Jesus and get to know him better.   Zacchaeus was like most of us, distracted with a lot of other priorities in his life, but wanting something more meaningful in life.  Maybe he was tired of the way his life was; maybe he was guilty for having more money and things than most people; but something inside of him, which WE call the Holy Spirit, motivated him to seek out this person Jesus who might just bring greater meaning and purpose to his life.  
Like Zacchaeus we have all been nudged by the Spirit at various times. In fact, the nudging began at our baptism when we were baptized into the spiritual life. And we have been nudged by the Spirit again and again ever since….but maybe we have not realized what the nudging was or from whom it was coming.  This ‘nudging’ of the Spirit speaks to people’s hearts at different times in their life.  Twice a year here at St. Clare we are all nudged a little to remember that we are stewards and caretakers of the gifts that God has given to us.  
Back in August most of you committed to practicing stewardship with the use of your time and talent.  Each November we are challenged to also practice stewardship of our financial resources with an annual commitment of tithing.  In order that the issue of stewardship and tithing is not just coming from me the pastor, twice a year I ask some our parishioners to give a short testimony about how the Spirit has nudged them to practice stewardship.  (Lay witness speaks here)
I really do think that the Scripture’s and Mother Church’s invitation to practice stewardship of our time, talent, and treasure is certainly one of those ‘nudgings’ of the Spirit to come and see on a deeper level who this person of Jesus really is.  When we become AWARE of our inner desire for something ‘more’ in life, we become searchers and we long to feed the hunger that is inside us. Like Zacchaeus, we reach a turning point in our lives and we want to see and know Jesus better.
This ‘turning point’ of discipleship is a realization that our whole life is a gift from God and is meant to be used for the building of God’s Kingdom here on earth.  For those who have already made the faith step of practicing the stewardship of tithing, in which I set aside at the beginning of every month the top portion of my income, it is truly a turning point that sets us free from the burden of deciding how to ‘fit’ God into our budget at the end of the month.  I know for me personally, there is an amazing freedom experienced when I begin my monthly financial planning with God as my top priority!
Like Jesus invited himself to dine at Zacchaeus’ home, Jesus wants to come into the ‘house’ of our soul, in new and surprising ways.  And once we invite Jesus into our ‘house’… and place God at the center of my time and money…our lives will never be the same.
