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Twenty-Seventh in Ordinary Time

Fr. Jim Deiters
During my high school, college, and graduate school years, I worked various part-time jobs, primarily in restaurants.  I divided the little money I made between car payments, books, and savings.  After I got ordained and had my first ‘professional job’ as a priest at age 26, I was elated when I got my first official paycheck as a salaried adult.  I was so enjoying my life as a priest, when the church secretary handed me the envelope with my check I told her, “I get PAID for doing something I enjoy so much?”  But like everyone else, I had bills to pay and savings to be made for my retirement.  What was different for me at that time was that it was the first time I was paid on a salary basis and not an hourly wage.  It took me awhile to adjust to working 12-hour days and getting paid a flat amount.
 
We are all raised with an ‘economic frame of mind’ about how much work we do determines how much money we make or how successful we are.  We learn very early on that the more we invest our time and energy into something, the better it pays off, including our relationships.   However, when we try to apply our ‘economic way of thinking’ to our faith life, we can become discouraged and even frustrated with what Jesus and the Scriptures demand of us since discipleship cannot be thought of as an ‘hourly’ job.
 
Depending on how we were raised, most of us were taught to keep God and Church confined to an hour on Sunday, prayers before meals, and a quick prayer at bed time.  It was thought that those who wanted to do more than that could enter the convent or seminary to go work ‘full-time’ for God, so the rest of us could live more ‘normal’ lives with a little prayer thrown in occasionally.
 
Like us, the followers of Jesus were trying to figure out how to be one of his disciples while still having their commitments of family and work. This is the dialogue that Jesus is having with his disciples in the Gospel today.  Prior to the passage we just heard, at the beginning of the 17th chapter of Luke, Jesus told his disciples about the need to forgive others, even seven times a day if needed!  With each new lesson that Jesus gives outlining ‘discipleship,’ more and more of his followers walked away.  The ones who had stayed by his side are starting to see how demanding this life of discipleship really IS…and so they ask Jesus to ‘increase their faith.’  Like us, many of them had their lives full with work, marriage and raising children; some wanted to retire and rest.  And yet Jesus tells another challenging parable that basically teaches us that to be his disciple cannot be a ‘part-time’ thing in which we put in the minimal amount of time. 
 
Jesus shows us a way to integrate his way of living INTO our ‘regular’ daily living…on a full-time basis!  He ends the parable with that difficult passage saying that we should not come to him at the end of the day feeling proud that we did what we were “obliged to do.”  In God’s abundance mentality, Jesus is inviting us to find ways to serve God and others way beyond the ‘call of duty.’
 
Imagine then, starting off each week on Sunday night with our calendar in hand and looking for ways to set aside as much of our time as possible for prayer, scripture study, and serving the poor.  Not that we are to neglect our other obligations, but instead of doing the minimal hour a week for Mass, Jesus calls us to change our paradigm and proactively look for ways to integrate discipleship into one’s friendships, one’s marriage, one’s parenting, and work.  Way beyond the call of ‘duty,’ we are to put our discipleship into everything we do.  Of course, that will require sacrificing and giving up time we presently invest in things like television, video games, shopping, and other self-serving pleasures.
 
Not that Jesus wants us to give up all pleasures of life; rather he is inviting us to think about finding pleasure in the service of others, beginning with more quality time with our family members and flowing out into a greater concern and involvement with all those in need.  This is ‘Good News’ for those who are already implementing their Christianity into all parts of their life.  
 
In Stewardship language we describe this by saying that our entire life belongs to God, every minute of every day.  Instead of thinking about the ‘minimal’ amount to give God, we find joy in giving our best and our most!
 
Realizing the change in priorities this will require for most of us, we approach the Eucharist with the same prayer of those first disciples, “Jesus, increase our faith…to realize that by giving you our whole life, we will find the happiness for which we are searching.”
