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When I have the opportunity to be around junior high or high school parishioners, I always enjoy conversations about their dreams for their future. They talk with passion about wanting to be a sports star or a professional dancer, artist, teacher, doctor, or lawyer.  In our conversation I try to get them to describe WHY they want that career or WHO inspired them to think in that direction.  But once we talk about their career dreams, I engage them in a deeper discussion about their actual vocation, or ‘calling’ to one of the three vocations of marriage, the single life, or religious sister or priest.  When I talk about the right choice of a vocation as being fundamental to finding happiness, they usually say they have always ‘assumed’ they would get married one day.  But when we talk about marriage and the special talents and sacrifices it takes to BE married, we then get into the heart of a conversation about finding happiness by choosing a vocation based on what GOD wants us to do with our lives. 

In our Gospel parable about a king giving ‘talents’ to three people and each using them differently, the story teaches us a significant lesson on the simple fact that each of us has a very unique life with certain ‘talents’ or a vocation given to us at baptism.  God knows of a specific and unique way we are to live our life that will bring us true happiness… and then our vocation also brings GOD a ‘return’ on his investment in us!  Happiness then is found when a person knows what his or her vocation IS and follows it with a life-time commitment.  Or to follow the image of the parable, when we ‘invest’ our life and talents, and spend our life on what God wants of us, WE find fulfillment and GOD is honored by our using well the life God gave us. 

If a person chooses a vocation they were not meant to live, and realize they do not have the gifts needed for that vocation then counseling and spiritual direction will be needed.  But that is different from being in the correct vocation we are called to and working through the challenges of that life.  The biggest challenge we have as adults is to help our young people pray about and discern their vocation based on what GOD wants of them.  We all want our children and grandchildren to grow up as happy, fulfilled disciples of Christ.  But we, like the children, often forget to ask God what vocation he has in mind for us, and we give in to the cultural pressure and want them to have a career based on its income or prestige.  We do a disservice to our youth if we only talk to them about their career choice without helping them pray about what vocation God has in mind for them.  If God is calling a young man to be a priest or a girl to be a religious sister, and we lead them only down the path of marriage, it will very difficult for them to ever find happiness.  And the reverse is true as well as we have seen our share of priests and religious choose their vocation for the wrong reasons. 

Some of you have heard my vocation story before so I will only mention the beginning part.  It began when in fifth grade when Sr. Maxine told us to pray one Hail Mary each day, asking Mary to help us know what her son Jesus wants us to be when we grow up.  I took her advice and prayed that prayer every day for many years when I finally got a very clear sign from God, my junior year in college, that he wanted me to be a priest.  My happiness as a priest is rooted in the fact that it is what GOD wanted of me… as I had to put aside my own ambitions. 

God gives only certain people the talents for marriage, priesthood, single life, or religious respectively.  As adults it is our responsibility to be faithful to our own vocation and then encourage our young people to seriously pray about what GOD wants them to be in life…lest they choose a vocation and career that has them wondering through life always wanting something else. 

The good news from the Gospel parable is that God indeed gives each and every one of us the talents to make a unique, significant contribution to his Kingdom.  We each are given a life to invest well and use wisely in our very short time of existence on this planet earth.  It would be a sad day indeed if we approach our final judgment and had to explain to God why we did our ‘own thing’ with the life and talents he gave us.  While we need to focus on helping our youth find happiness by discerning their right vocation from God, it is never too late for the rest of us to start each new day with a re-commitment to invest our own life more fully into the Kingdom of God. 

Here in the Eucharist God gives us the grace to help us know our vocation and stick with it through good times and bad.  Let us approach the altar with gratitude for the talents and blessings God has given us!

