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One of my favorite moments as a priest is the honor of doing baptisms.  You often share in some of that joy when we celebrate the baptism of an infant during Mass.  But there is another very special baptismal moment that every Catholic needs to experience at some point which takes place at the Easter Vigil, the night before Easter Sunday.  On that night, Catholic churches around the world baptize all those over the age of seven who are joining the life of Christ for the first time.  After they are baptized and change into their new white robe, then the holy oil of Chrism is poured upon their heads for confirmation as they await their First Eucharist.  It is truly a spiritual experience to see the group of them standing in front of our Altar with the oil glistening on their foreheads and their white robes gleaming in the Easter light.  It is the highlight of our entire Church year and that image of them standing there in their white robes gives us an insight into what our scriptures are describing to us for this feast of All Saints.
When the author of the Book of Revelation had a dream about what he thought heaven and the end of the world might be like, he describes it with all kinds of poetic language, symbolic numbers, and images.  In his description of the saints around God’s throne, he sees them dressed in white robes and there were so many of them that he uses the symbolic number of 144,000 to describe the amount as “countless.”  I especially love that image of them dressed in ‘white robes’ which he says were made white by the “Blood of the Lamb.”  Now, we know that if we took that literally, garments cannot be made white with red blood.  But in the author’s poetic genre, the white color represents their holiness and those who are part of Christ’s life are made holy by His Blood of the Cross.
The white robes then become an important symbol for ALL of us Christians who have been cleansed from our sins by the Blood of Christ.  In a sense, we never take off the white robe of our Baptism, even though our selfishness and sins often mar its purity.  Each of the other sacraments after Baptism are ways to help the ‘white robe of our soul’ to be ‘washed’ again by the Blood of the Lamb.  This is precisely why our second grade students wear white outfits for their First Communion, and traditionally, confirmation students also would wear white robes for that sacrament.  Imagine how many of our ‘life choices’ might change if we woke up each day and imagined our self as wearing the white robe of our baptism… as we raise our children… and live in the secular world.  The white robe we wore at our baptism, either as an infant or at another age, represents that we forever belong to Christ, cleansed from our sins by His Blood.
The image from the Book of Revelation that the saints in heaven are wearing white robes reminds us that we are united with them by our common baptism.  Knowing that they are there in heaven with their white robes ‘urging us on,’ give us courage when it feels like the robe I am wearing is not very pure and white right now.  Even though we may know of our sins that have stained our robe, God sees our inner goodness and invites us to be washed again in the forgiveness of Christ’s Blood.
This is why Christ gave us the other sacraments of healing and forgiveness, especially the sacraments of Reconciliation, Eucharist, and Anointing of the Sick – to be cleansed of our sins and made pure again in God’s sight.  But for some reason, we get kind of ‘used to’ wearing a stained robe and start to think that is all we are worthy of.  We wonder if we will ever have a white robe again after all we have done wrong.  How fortunate we are that God does not think like we do and offers us forgiveness over and over again…and never gives up on his desire to have us stand before his throne one day with our robe white as ever.
Maybe it seems that it is too much ‘work’ to keep the robe of our soul clean and ‘white’ living in a world of hedonism.  But in reality… the burden of guilt and shame that come from carrying around our sins is much greater than the effort it takes to turn our lives over to Christ.  Yes, it does take some serious, sacrificial choices to remain faithful to our baptism.  This section of Revelation, as well as this feast of All Saints is meant to encourage those of us on earth to remember that there are a “great multitude” of people in heaven who KNOW from experience how difficult it is to live the Christian life.  They are now in heaven ‘cheering us on” to stay faithful to what it means to wear a ‘white robe of salvation.’
When we honor the saints, we are actually giving praise to God for how God has used people throughout human history to do great things.  We are already a part of the saints of God, not because we have earned it or have gone through life unblemished by sin.  Rather, we are included in the saints because of the mercy of God shown to us in the life of Jesus. 
Perhaps if we each kept a picture of our own baptism in a place to look at each morning before we started our day, it could help remind us of the ‘saint’ we became…dressed in a white robe at our baptism.  Here in the Eucharist we are surrounded by all the saints of heaven…as our robes are made clean once again by the Blood of the Lamb of God.  Let us keep our white robes of holiness ON as we go out into the world. 
