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Two friends of mine who are married recently went through a very difficult time in their relationship and for awhile talked about getting divorced.  They chose to work things out, and after a time of restoring trust, decided to have a small group of friends over to celebrate their reconciliation.  When they asked me to do a prayer at the dinner, I chose to read this section from the Book of Revelation that we heard today when God said, “see, I make all things new.”
While this reading about John’s vision of heaven is often heard at funerals as a testimony of our faith in Eternal Life, I find it to be a very encouraging Scripture passage at other significant times… when we need a completely new start in life.  It is a reading filled with HOPE as the voice from heaven said, “God will always be with his people and God will wipe away every tear, and there will be no more mourning or pain, for the old order has passed away.” We believe in a God who helps us let the ‘old order’ pass and wants us to have a ‘new beginning’ after whatever ‘dying’ experience we may go through.
 I know that when I counsel people going through a divorce, which is sometimes needed for a relationship, we eventually get to a point in our conversations about the need to start envisioning something NEW for one’s life after a long period of grieving over a broken relationship.  Starting over, whether after a divorce, a death of a loved one, after the children move out, or ending an addictive behavior, is never easy.  It can even be extremely painful as we have to truly let go of something into which we had invested a lot of our life.  When we are in the middle of a great loss, it can feel like there is nothing left to look forward to.
This is exactly what John, the author of Revelation, and his community were feeling when he wrote down this vision that he had about God offering something NEW for them.  They had experienced terrible persecutions, including being kicked out of their own synagogue for believing that Jesus was the Messiah.  They had watched their own family members and neighbors being killed for their faith in Jesus and they were wondering if there was any hope for their future.  John began having dreams about how God would give them a new beginning…a new vision in which one re-interprets their suffering, NOT as an end, but as a beginning of something NEW!
He is talking about how the power of Jesus’ Resurrection transformed the world by infusing it with HOPE.  Our new life in God does not happen only after we die and get to heaven.  The Spirit that was released upon the world at Jesus’ Resurrection comes into our hearts and minds to change our negative, hopeless thinking into a vision that each day is a new opportunity for something NEW in our life!
This is not just a Pollyannaish sort of thinking in which we pretend that our trials are over; but rather the Spirit of the Resurrection truly gives us a new perspective to look at… what seems hopeless and an ‘end’ of things…, as a beginning point for “the old order to pass away...” so that a new beginning can happen!  But we have to be willing to let the ‘old order’ pass!  If we apply to what is presently happening in our parish, our campaign is helping us to continue to create something ‘new’ for our parish and our children and grandchildren’s future.  Fifty years from now, the parishioners who will be here in 2060 will look back on our parish history and be amazed that our generation truly believed in a vision of a bright future for the Roman Catholic Church.  While the media may try to portray the Church as falling apart, the Pope and the rest of us must pull together our strongest faith… that, with God’s help, we believe in a ‘new order’ in which God will “make all things new!”
On a more personal level, each of us can certainly think of something going on in our life in which we truly need to hear this Word of God and ask for that Spirit of ‘new beginnings’ to come into our heart and mind.  When God says, “behold I make all things new,” God is inviting us to turn over to Him whatever part of our future we have been thinking is hopeless…and allow God’s Spirit to give us a new perspective… that whatever ‘dying’ we are going through will eventually lead to new life!  It may be hard to believe that… when we are staring at a grave of something or someone we have to let go of.  The assurance we cling to is that our Risen Savior, Jesus Christ is right here in our midst in this Eucharist…proving to us that new life truly does come forth from death!  Our challenge is to unite our personal ‘dyings’ with Christ’s and place all our trust in God’s promise, “Behold I make all things new.”
