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The recent natural disasters in Myanmar and China, and the tornadoes in our own country, remind us of how small our lives are in light of the constantly evolving planet earth and the cosmos. We are fragile human beings who have been given the gift and opportunity by God to be a part of His awesome creation. Since most of our daily living is pretty ‘human-self-centered,’ it shocks and scares us when the planet or cosmos goes through some its own aging pains and eruptions that horrifically do not take into account what we humans happen to be doing on this land we share with the rest of the universe. When such epic-sized tragedies occur, some people mistakenly want to assume that God caused the action OR that he has turned his back on us and passively allows these things to destroy us.

As I think of our young people who are graduating from elementary school, high school, or college, I am particularly concerned about how they might interpret these tragic events as they are at a critical age of questioning God and religion. In the early stages of our faith development, we SO want a God who will either ‘fix’ the problems of the world or at least intervene from heaven and prevent bad things from happening. I am not sure where we ever get these ideas about God since we do not have any Scriptures that really describe God that way. I guess we just figure that if there IS a God, it seems that the first thing on a ‘God’s job description’ should be to stop all terrible things from happening.

Some of the Hindu beliefs follow this thinking as they work hard to appease the gods of their faith by placing gifts of food and money before their statues trusting that the gods will step in and prevent them from harmful things. Admittedly, some of our own Catholic traditions through the centuries have been tempted by this kind of false thinking but we have never believed in a God, who if persuaded, would step in and change the course of an evolving world or snap His finger to end all wars. Pope Benedict XVI has put particular emphasis on the Catholic teachings of a balanced relationship between faith and reason and we adults must help our young people understand this Catholic perspective.

From the Scriptures, we believe in a God who is sympathetic to our needs and grieves WITH us when tragedies occur. We believe in a God who WILL listen to our prayers and petitions and will do all in his power to help us without interfering with our free will and the laws of nature. Today’s Scriptures for the feast of the Blessed Trinity emphasize for us what kind of God we believe in by focusing on three main attributes of God: 1. God’s mercy and forgiveness; 2. God’s love for us; 3. God’s desire for us to be saved and have eternal life.

At first hearing this we may think, “but I want a God who is more ‘tangible’ in my daily life.” If we look more deeply into these three attributes of God’s love, forgiveness, and salvation, we can learn that this IS the kind of God we need and want…to help us live a life of happiness in this world that has a lot of suffering.

Our God never promised to take away the suffering of the world, but makes a covenant with us to be at our side in times of trouble. Again, we look at these Scriptures for examples. From the book of Exodus, we are reminded that one of our greatest sufferings is the weight of our sin, both personal and social. The sins we have done are too heavy for us to carry and can easily destroy us if we realized how much suffering we cause on the lives of others by our own actions. Moses, on behalf of humanity, talked to God about this great suffering of ours and pleads with God to forgive us and come be with us “in our company.” God listens to his plea and makes a covenant to always be at our side to help and guide us.

Our second example comes from the letter to the Corinthians in which Paul focuses on the LOVE that God has for us. And in the Gospel we learn that OUR God has a plan to have every person “not perish but have eternal life.” God’s vision is to have each and every person he created to be with him forever in heaven. THIS is our God! A God who truly wants the best for us and will do everything he can, including giving his Son to us, to lead us into heaven.

Our challenge is to re-examine what kind of God we believe in and get it more in line with the God of our Sacred Scriptures. Humans through the centuries have tried to ‘create’ a God who will do what they want him to do. This holy book which we believe has the Truth, teaches us about a Triune God who is truly on ‘our side’ to offer us the forgiveness, love, and salvation, that we truly need for happiness. We are here to WORSHIP our God of love and forgiveness, as a sign of our gratitude. May the Holy Spirit help us come to KNOW the God that Jesus revealed to us as we offer our Eucharistic Prayer and are united at this Altar with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

