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Imagine if Jesus lived today and he hosted a ‘reality television’ show in which he would select WHO would be his disciples. Imagine then if you and I were part of the production team and were asked to come up with all the criteria we were looking for that would be used to screen out and test the candidates as to who would be worthy disciples. Maybe the tougher question is ‘how many of us would even try out?” Today’s Scriptures help us get clear on what attributes are needed to be the disciples of Jesus we say that we are. 

We could start with the beautiful description of the first Christian community we heard about in the reading from Acts. It said that the early followers of Jesus were focused on the following things: the teachings of the apostles, the Eucharist, sharing their wealth to make sure everyone had enough, and evangelizing others into their community. While the book of Acts is describing the disciples a few YEARS after Jesus’ Resurrection, the Gospel we just heard takes place on the same day of the Resurrection and the attributes of discipleship that Jesus focuses on are: being people of PEACE and FORGIVENESS. 

Picture again the scene in that room where the disciples were. It was only a couple days after the crucifixion when most of these men had run away in fear. Jesus was raised from the tomb and is making his first appearance to them as they were locked behind doors, afraid that the Jewish leaders would come and get them too. Given what had just happened in the past few days, Jesus could have come into that room quite angry with his followers for deserting him since they had promised to stay by his side. He could have recounted all the pain and suffering he endured after they abandoned him…and if it WAS a reality screening event, most of US would have ‘fired’ them. 

BUT, instead Jesus comes to them with NO vengeance at all… and his first words to them are “PEACE.” Imagine, a room full of people who have betrayed and deserted you and all the revengeful things you could do in return. But our God reveals his consistent non-violent approach to anger with a greeting of peace and reconciliation. Then, not only does Jesus offer his peace to them but now chooses these same people and commissions THEM to go out into the world and offer forgiveness to others. Is Jesus crazy? No, of course not. He's the Son of God, and so he definitely does things differently from what we would do. To spread a message of forgiveness, he hires NOT the perfect or the brightest. He hires those who truly know that they themselves have been forgiven. Instead of taking revenge, he models that forgiveness and peace are the REAL ways of empowering others. This of course is a definitely a different ‘reality’ than we are used to. 

You and I are commissioned as disciples of Jesus…certainly NOT because we are somehow better than others. No, the job description for being a disciple of Jesus begins with knowing how sinful we are, while also knowing how much we are forgiven. It begins by recognizing our own guilt and then having the wonderful experience of being forgiven for it. Life can begin ANEW when we are able to ACCEPT forgiveness and change our ways! There is a joy in being forgiven, and that joy is in knowing the life-giving POWER of being forgiven. 

This is the basic message of Divine Mercy we celebrate today. God’s Mercy flows from the heart of Jesus to offer forgiveness and new life. As the late John Paul II described it, “the rays of light that shine from His Heart in the image of Divine Mercy as revealed to St. Faustina represent blood and water. The red beams recall the blood of his death and the healing power of the Eucharist; the white rays represent the saving gift of baptism and the Holy Spirit He gives to us.” Our response to these gifts is the simple phrase, “Jesus, I trust in you.” 

Like Jesus appeared in those weak and fearful disciples, our Risen Lord comes to us today once again in the Holy Eucharist. He says to us, "PEACE be with you." Not only that, he comes to call us and ‘hire’ us to help spread this healing, life-giving forgiveness to others. If we only focus on our sins and life failings, we could easily get sucked into all kinds of negative thinking about our unworthiness to BE Jesus’ disciples. His great MERCY that shines forth from his resurrection comes upon us and gives us the POWER of the Spirit to be as forgiving as he is to us. We simply have to open our hearts and ask for his help with the powerful Divine Mercy prayer, “Jesus, I trust in you…Jesus, I trust in you…Jesus, I trust in you.”
