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In our present capital campaign, I have been so inspired by the sacrifices people are making in order to make their pledge.  We all make sacrifices for the things that are important to us.  As a single person and priest, my greatest amazement is at parents, who give up so much for the sake of their children’s needs.  I truly stand in awe of the amount of energy and patience it takes to be a parent.  Whether our vocation in life is marriage, being single, or religious, we each make decisions on a daily basis that require a sacrifice - which means in order to choose one thing, we must let go of the other options.  A young man who visited with me about the priesthood talked about his uncertainty of being able to ‘give up’ his option of being married.  While I understood his concern, I also asked him if he realized what he would all be ‘giving up’ if he chose to be married?
 
In reality, a vocation is not just about ‘giving up’ something, but rather about making a prayed-over, conscience choice FOR something that we feel will be the best thing for our life and the life of others, in service of God.
 
At certain points, people’s life choices seem very clear:  for example, on the day the young couple makes their marriage vows, or the day the priest is ordained, or the bright young woman begins law school; they know where they are going and they feel they are willing to make the sacrifices needed.  At the ‘beginning’ of the journey…it seems very clear and simple. Then time passes, and the price begins to be paid — and paid, and paid! And the vocation and career we chose is very different than we expected. The beautiful baby turns into a difficult teenager; each spouse takes on age lines; and after thousands of homilies, the spirited preacher may feel worn out.

 
Doubts and questions about our commitments come to the surface like: I didn't know it was going to be this difficult; did I make the wrong choice?  Can I handle this for the rest of my life? Jesus understood this part of our human experience, what we might call a ‘mid-course weariness’ that tempts us to maybe give up when our commitment takes a lot of work.  Similar doubts and questions arise in terms of being a disciple of Jesus Christ.  The joy and excitement of our First Communion day fades into the real challenges of living as a Christian adult in a culture that does not support our values.  Like the people in the Gospel story who had a variety of excuses of why they could not follow Jesus, we have our own list of things we are busy doing…thinking they are more important than our ultimate call to live as a follower of Jesus.
 
Pope Benedict recently said quite poignantly that most people today have forgotten that our ultimate goal is to live a life with Christ in heaven.  We forget about our future life united with Jesus and what we need to do to prepare for that life in heaven…and instead cling to what gives us instant pleasure in the present life.  Rather, all of our choices now need to be made in the context of how they will help us be prepared for our future life with Christ.
 
This Gospel story reminds us that our spiritual journey of moving uphill toward God, involves letting go of many things - some things we actually no longer need. That letting go, however, can be difficult…but it also makes room for something more, something better. Turning away from things that we thought were important before… can allow us the space to grow into entirely new ways of living and loving as Jesus’ disciples.
 
The Gospel writer, Luke, is addressing the ‘mid-course weariness’ that Jesus’ disciples will experience on the journey of holiness.  Some of Jesus’ followers just could not take the next step of discipleship…which requires  leaving behind some things we thought were very important at one time.  It is NOT that discipleship requires a total denial of the things we enjoy, BUT this Gospel story reminds us that there will be times when we are torn between our life of personal pleasure and living as one of Jesus’ disciples – giving our life away for the service of others and God!
 
God wants us to be happy.  But when we see the life Jesus lived – a life of complete SELF-GIVING…to the point of dying to self…, it can make us hesitant as to whether we can really live such a life ourselves.  Do we trust God… that the ‘Way’ Jesus showed us will actually lead us to happiness?  

 

For part of our prayer time this week, I recommend reflecting on two questions: 1. what kind of sacrifices do I make in life… for family, friends, my vocation, and my career?  2. What sacrifices am I also willing to make for a more committed life of following Jesus and His Gospel?

 
The things we let go of, and detach ourselves from…to follow Jesus…ultimately lead us to our future life with Christ in heaven!
