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1 Kings 3:5,7-12;  Romans 8: 28-30;  Matthew 13:44-52

When I was working on my undergrad degree in business administration, one of the classes involved playing the stock market with play money given to us through the computer by our professor.  We were competing against other classmates through the Internet and learning how to make wise investments.  One of the main things that our professor tried to teach us was the value in reading the prospectus of each stock or mutual fund so that we understood what we were investing in, and if the stock was based on good ethics and morals.  Knowing what one is investing in goes beyond stocks and funds.

Before we put too much time and energy into a relationship, a job, or a community, we need to learn something about it in order to know how much of our selves we will invest.  Ultimately, we base such decisions on whether they match up with the values we hold.  If something or someone holds the same values that we do, we usually invest ourselves in it.  For example, the people who see that the Catholic Church holds true to the basic values and teaching of Jesus stick with the Church, even when people in the Church make mistakes.  And the parishioners who see value in being a part of a faith community will choose to invest of their time, talent and treasure in the parish.  When we find something that is valuable we make an investment into it.   

For three Sundays now we have been reading from the thirteenth chapter of Matthew’s Gospel, which includes various parables to describe the Kingdom of God.  This final set of ‘parable images’ that Jesus uses have to do with investments and values. “The Kingdom is like a treasure or a pearl” bought by a person who discovered its value and then sold all they had to buy it.  Both images of the Kingdom as a treasure and a pearl, challenge us to recognize how valuable the Kingdom of God really is!  Jesus is trying to convince us of the benefits of investing ourselves in his life.  In investment terms, he is giving us a ‘stock tip’ as to what to invest in for long-term, life benefits.

But like any other investment, one has to learn what this ‘Kingdom of God’ IS before making a venture in it.  This is where the conversation can begin when trying to explain to a young person why we go to Mass each week.  The goal is NOT just going to Mass, but that it is a place where we can learn more about the life of Jesus, after whom we want to model our life.  In a similar way, participating in Christian adult education helps us learn the value of investing our time, talent, and treasure into the Kingdom of God.

The Kingdom is about the very life of Jesus.  It is about thinking like Jesus, acting like Jesus, and simply living like Jesus.  And this doesn’t mean putting on sandals and moving to Galilee.  The Kingdom is here, in our homes, our workplaces, in our parish, and our world.  It is somewhat transparent, but can be seen in the lives of people around us.  For example, some people place their investments in the Kingdom when they sacrifice a higher paying job in order to take one that better benefits people’s lives; Or maybe using a higher paying job in order to give more financial support to help the Church and other charities.  Investing in the Kingdom is when a person takes the sadness of losing a spouse and turns it into volunteer time at the parish.  ‘Kingdom investments’ are when a parent takes time each night to turn off the television or computer and read something spiritual with the children.  

These are real examples of our own parishioners who have ‘found the Kingdom’ and keep ‘investing in it’ because of the joy of what they have found.  To use Jesus’ image of ‘finding a treasure or pearl,’ is something that happens at different times in people’s life.  Some ‘discover’ the richness of investing themselves in the Church early on in college years, while I have seen other people ‘find the value’ of the Kingdom as late as retirement years.

Basically, Jesus is inviting anyone who might be sitting in the pew on the ‘borderline’ of faith and religion to make the extra effort to seek out the real treasure of the kingdom.  Once the Kingdom is ‘discovered’ by a person, there is incredible joy and fulfillment of being a disciple of Jesus.   But how do we know where to look or how to get closer to God?  In the first reading King Solomon teaches us a great prayer.  When God said, “Ask for anything…” Solomon said, “Lord, I want an understanding heart.”  What a great prayer!  An ‘understanding heart’ is exactly what we all need to help us know what is most important in life and where to invest…our time, talent, and treasure.  We already live in the Kingdom of God, but sometimes our choices do not reflect that.  As we prepare for the Eucharist, let’s take a moment of silence… and reflect again on that beautiful prayer of Solomon, 

“O God, give us, your servants, an understanding heart, to know right from wrong.”

