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When I was in the classroom and I had the children coloring a picture of the manger scene with the Magi at the crib, I asked one of the boys why he colored one of the wise men so different from the other two.  He looked at me and said, “Because this one is ME!”  It was one of those teacher moments when I thought, “Wow, I wish I had thought about putting that in my lesson plan!”  This is a feast about us following the example of the Magi and coming to see Jesus in a whole new way.  The Holy Spirit is constantly nudging ALL of us to grow in our faith and prayer life, but many of us don’t take the time to LISTEN to the Spirit or find the time to respond to the Spirit by further Adult Education, faith sharing groups, retreats, or bible study.  It is so easy to get ‘stuck’ on one level of prayer and faith since our life is so full of other things.  Many of us forget that a relationship with God is a life-long process!
 
The feast of Epiphany is a very rich feast with lots of symbolism that goes way beyond the song about three kings and little statues dressed up as royalty.  The Magi were more like poor astrologers who were trying to find life’s meaning through magic or signs in the sky.  Much like our own generation, they wanted science and math to prove EVERYTHING for us to help us make sense of life’s mysteries.  The gospel writer Matthew places the Magi in the story of Jesus’ birth to represent how God has come to save even those who were not part of the original chosen Israelites.  Out of all the symbolism that is packed into this great story, I want to focus on the JOURNEY or pilgrimage that the magi made… as a powerful symbol of our own life-long pilgrimage to know Jesus.
 
The Epiphany story focuses on the magi who are on a ‘pilgrimage’, that is, in a movement of SEARCHING, which has its destination in Christ. At the same time, the story reveals that God has ‘searched out’ humanity and came to live among us as a human being!  
 
The Magi’s journey to see Jesus represents our own search for God…and our desire to know Jesus in a more profound way.  Therefore this is a very challenging feast for us if we are not being very active in our search for God and a closer relationship with God.  Many Christians take sort of a ‘minimalist’ approach to their faith life and learn about Jesus as a child… and get the ‘required’ sacraments, but do not do much for their spiritual life as an adult.  When we reach high school or college age, our mind is filled with doubts and questions about life…and we so want all the ‘answers to life’ to be in the books we read.  At this stage of life we are not even sure who to go to with our questions and thus young people often turn away from the Church and their faith life is unplugged…and often times it remains at an eighth-grade level.  The Magi teach us that once we hear ABOUT Jesus as a child, we must begin a life-long ‘ADULT’ journey of seeking out the full meaning of WHO Jesus really IS – to have a more personal FRIENDSHIP with Christ!  As children we memorize things ABOUT Jesus; only as adults can we begin to understand WHO Jesus IS as our Savior and friend.
 
I am always inspired then, when college students and older adults get back on the ‘path’ of seeking out the Light of Christ, joining a bible study group, or go on a retreat weekend.  To me it is a sign that the Star pointing us to Christ is still glimmering and still beckoning people to get closer to God.
 
Our Holy Father, Pope Benedict wrote this about the Epiphany: “Remember to continue your search for Christ without tiring and without ever despairing of the truth.”  The Pope went on to say, “Happy are those who, while possessing the truth, search more earnestly for it in order to renew it, deepen it and transmit it to others.”  Since Christ is light… to seek out Christ through a regular study of Scripture, Church teachings, and prayer can only bring greater meaning to our life!  Ongoing education in the Christian faith actually ILLUMINATES and makes clearer for us God’s great love and mercy!
 
The mystery of the Epiphany contains a demanding message for Christians who have put their faith life ‘on hold.’  This feast shakes us from our slumber and calls us to get back on the path of truly seeking out and understanding more and more about who is this person Jesus, who is also our God!  Today’s feast is appropriately at the beginning of a New Year for us to think about a new start of making a more conscience effort in this New Year  to proactively come to KNOW Jesus in a deeper way through Catholic adult education and spiritual formation.  We make all kinds of time planning out our education, our career, and our retirement…, but what about time to get to know GOD and my Catholic faith – something eternal?
 
As we are about to receive the Body and Blood of Christ, the Epiphany gift that we can bring to Jesus is a renewed commitment to see our life as pilgrimage of truly searching for a fuller understanding of our faith.  Jesus Christ still has a bright light shining as an invitation to each one of us to come closer.  How much richer are the lives of those who respond!
