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This morning we heard a reading proclaimed from the 11th chapter of Hebrews – this is sometimes called the faith chapter.  In fact, the word faith occurs 24 times in this chapter. It is a wonderful chapter to read in its entirety, and the author gives many examples of the faith of our fathers.  The reading opens with a definition of faith: “Faith is the realization of what is hoped for and evidence of things not seen. Because of it the ancients were well attested.”  Another translation states: “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.  This is what the ancients were commended for.” And many examples of this faith are revealed in this chapter of Hebrews.  We heard about Abraham this morning, but chapter 11 also reminds us of the faith of Noah, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Rahab, and many others.  Faith is our response to God, and these ancients responded to God’s call and direction.   And you know what?  God still speaks to us today.

For our closing hymn we will sing “Faith of our Fathers.”  Listen to it as you sing:  “Faith of our fathers!  Living still!”  This hymn reminds us that the faith of the ancients as described in Hebrews, the faith of the early Christians, some martyred and persecuted, and the faith of our mothers praying for us all, that faith is with us and is still alive today.


Now I want the youth and younger people to really listen up with the rest of us.  God may be speaking to you now, at this early stage in your life.  He may be asking you to go on a journey, like Abraham, to a place he will show you.  I am talking about the religious life and becoming a brother or a sister, a nun or a priest.  At first you may simply feel a nudge in your spirit – and if you do, have faith that this nudge may be coming from the Lord.  So take that step and test it.  Visit a convent, a seminary, or a monastery.  Explore the many lay ministries.  Talk with a priest, or a religious brother or a religious sister.  Read some biographies of saints, sisters, nuns, and priests.  All of these things will help you discern what the Lord’s plan for your life is.  But you cannot do this without faith.  


We profess our creed at Mass right after the homily.  And that is our faith, the faith of the Church.  In this creed we assert that Jesus will come again to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We accept this by faith; it is the realization of what will come and it is the certainty of what we do not see.  We know Jesus will come again, but we are reminded in the Gospel reading this morning that we do not know when.  Jesus tells us:  “You also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come.”  By faith, we know he will come.  And because of our faith we remain watchful and ready.  By obeying His commands, we show our love.  And Jesus will be here physically, in the Eucharist, to help us be constantly watchful.

We have faith in the Eucharist.  We have the realization and understanding that the body and blood of Jesus is really here, for us.  As I was discerning my personal journey from the Protestant to the Catholic faith, the Eucharist was a big stumbling block.  I saw the bread and wine, but I did not have the faith to accept that evidence of things not seen.  But then about 12 years ago during one October evening at Our Lady of the Snows, I was visiting a Mass during a couple’s retreat, and at that place the Lord powerfully gave me the gift of faith that I was searching for.  By faith, at that moment, I knew that Jesus was fully and truly present in the Eucharist, yet the appearance of bread and wine remained.  Once I had that faith, I was entirely Catholic, and my life has been continuously enriched since then.

We know about the faith of the ancients and early Christians, we proudly profess the faith of the Church with our creed, and faith can give us the courage to go to that place where God wants to lead us.  Faith is a gift from God.  This morning, the Sacrament of the Eucharist will help us strengthen our faith.
