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When I was working on my business degree in college, one of our professors drilled into us the importance of reading about successful business people who have been truly effective leaders.  One of the many books that has helped me develop my leadership skills as a pastor was written by Jim Collins, called “Good to Great,” which summarizes what makes an organization successful.
Among the many characteristics that distinguished thriving companies from others is that they all had leaders who direct their ego away from themselves to the larger goal of leading their company to greatness. The leaders of these successful companies had a balance between desiring greatness AND having extreme personal humility.  The author Collins highlighted one such leader who epitomized humility as David Packard, the co-founder of Hewlett-Packard.  Collins found out that Mr. Packard was a man of the people, practicing management by walking around and listening to his employees.  
Without making him into a saint, I bring up this modern day, corporate level example of the word ‘humility’ to help us think ‘outside the box’ about the virtue of humility that is driven home in our scripture readings today.  I think that many of us grew up thinking that humility was the opposite of being great.  Rather, since God actually desires us to achieve ‘greatness,’ by being our greatest self as he created us to be, we have to learn ways of achieving the ‘greatness’ of sainthood, while still being humble during the process of getting there.
The word humility comes from the word ‘humus’ or earth; therefore humility in its basic sense means to be grounded in the earth, rooted in who we truly are, with no false pretenses.  Humility is about knowing and appreciating the TRUTH about our self; it is integrity, sincerity, and honesty.  It neither overestimates nor underestimates our talents, our abilities, and who we really ARE.  The humble person knows his or her strengths and weaknesses, and chooses to develop the talents he or she possesses.  In accepting the truth about our SELF, we give the credit to God for how great we are, since it is God who endows us with the talents we have.  
If we look through the Gospels at each of the encounters that Jesus had with people, he always looks for a way to raise people up to their inherent greatness and their proper dignity.  In his day, not much different than our own, he noticed how certain people were put down for either their gender, their economic status, or what country they were from.  He demonstrated that God sees within every human the potential of each person to be their greatest self!  The lives of the saints reveal examples of people who found that balance between being humble and doing great things for God.
Catholic evangelist and author Matthew Kelly coined the phrase, ‘Becoming the best version of yourself,’ to describe the Christian vocation of greatness.  Too often we sell ourselves short and settle for mediocrity, thinking greatness is for someone else.  But there is no patron saint for mediocrity!  The huge challenge we have is to erase many of the images of what our culture defines as being the greatest.  The magazine cover stars and red carpet evenings of Hollywood keep showing us a version of greatness that is based on Botox and wealth.  
A balance between greatness and humility can be found in such examples as: a parent who makes self sacrifices to read bible stories and lives of the saints to their children; a military officer who accepts a higher rank while keeping their Christian values in the office or field; and a retired parishioner who uses their time to serve in one of our outreach ministries.  St. Benedict reminds us that humility begins by recognizing our ‘smallness’ before God…, but it develops by realizing that God has created us for some specific purpose in his Kingdom, called to be our greatest in leading others to Christ and our eternal home of heaven.
 
As we move into a new week, let us pay attention to moments when we are living to our greatest potential, while humbly giving God the credit for all we are.  Here at the Altar, God raises up each of us to be humble and great servants of others.  May our encounter with Christ’s selfless humility and greatness in the Eucharist be seen in our actions and attitudes toward others when we leave here today.
