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One subject that usually comes up in my time with the youth is the question about whether it is okay to believe in reincarnation.  At first I explain why as Christians we not believe in reincarnation but rather in a ‘resurrected life’ that Jesus prepared for us.  I then remind them that since the majority of people in the world live in utter poverty, there would be a pretty good chance that if they DID have a second life they would come back as a person in a much worse off situation than they have now.  Then they give me this ‘a-ha’ look and then agree that it is probably better to enjoy the one life we have now.
Today’s feast of the Assumption of Mary is partly about what happens to our bodies after death.  It is a feast that celebrates our core Catholic way of thinking we call ‘Incarnational theology” that is based on the fact that since God became a human, our own bodies and all of human life is very holy.  When we celebrate Mary as being raised into heaven by God, it is a glorious, hopeful reminder of the sacredness of our own bodies… and God’s plan for us to join him one day in heaven.  Mary being raised into heaven was a reward for how she ‘used her body’ here on earth to do God’s Will.
In this story of Mary’s visit with Elizabeth, there is an emphasis on the holiness of the body as a vehicle for God entering our world.  Two women, who turn their bodies over to God’s Will, become instruments of Salvation!  In their world, where the majority struggled to have enough to eat and women and children were exploited, Mary sings of a time when all the poor will be filled with good things and the lowly will be raised up!  
Since this is a feast about one particular holy woman who used her life fully for God, I think it is a great connection to our own parish celebration of stewardship this weekend.  I continue to be inspired by the way that so many of our parishioners use their own lives for God’s Glory.  We give God Glory when we are using our ‘bodiliness’ to live out our faith… in our homes, our workplaces, in the classroom, and through our parish ministries.
 Each August here at St. Clare, we invite each person to think about how they can give God Glory by sharing part of their time and talent for the Kingdom of God.  For some people, they already have a full time ministry of raising small children at home or caring for an aging parent and cannot give as much time as others.  As you see in our stewardship booklet of about 80 different ministry options and in the ministry fair today, there is a ministry for each person.  Some ministries you can do from your own home, such as baking and praying, but we also need many people who can commit to such liturgical ministries as ushering and Eucharistic ministers that need a regular Sunday dedication.  We also offer many opportunities for our young people to be involved as well.
Being involved in a ministry is not about adding one more thing to one’s ‘to do list’ but it is an opportunity to give part of our time back to God for the 24 hours a day that God has given to us.  I have asked one of our parishioners, Ellyn Sjoquist, to say a few words about the value she finds in being active in her faith.  
(witness talk)
 Thank you Ellyn!  For each of us, time in this life is very short in one sense and we are given a limited time to make a difference in God’s Kingdom.  On our judgment day, we each want to be happy to report to God what we did with the life God gave to us. I want to thank you ahead of time for the ministries you will sign up for on the stewardship card provided in your booklet.  As we honor the Virgin Mary for her faithfulness of using her life for God’s Will, we remember the sacredness of our own life and how we only get one chance to use it well.  All of our stewardship efforts of giving back to God our time, talent, and treasure is truly for God’s Glory!
