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In thinking about Jesus’ image of barns, whoever IS in the ‘barn building’ business… to help people build bigger things for all their stuff, the one new client they would certainly be going after this week is Sam Bradford.  Just in case you have not read the news, Sam Bradford is the new quarterback for our St. Louis Rams football team who, recently out of college and just 22 years old, was just given $78 Million dollar contract!  Now, one can give all kinds of reasons for the value of a quarterback’s arm and mind, but that is a LOT of money that can do either a lot of good for the world… or lots of damage to his personal life.
We have all seen the ‘power’ that money has.  It can be used to gain fame or win an election… or used to bring electricity and sewer to a poor village in Central America.  Sometimes money is the main argument in a marriage… or it can also be used by a parish to offer marriage help resources.   Too much money has led some to suicide, and others have used to benefit the lives of millions of people.
Money, wealth, and possessions are very sensitive issues to preach on.  And a preacher runs the risk of losing parishioners since several of the mega-churches down the street or on television take a very different approach to money as they preach a ‘prosperity’ gospel in which blessings are given from God only IF you have lived righteously.  If you are poor or have problems they preach, then something must be wrong with you.
Jesus touches on the very sensitive issue of our ‘possessions’ in the parable he tells to us today.  He is well aware of our human need for certain things, but he wants us to be well grounded in what really counts. He says, “one’s life does not consist of possessions."  Then he tells his disciples to be rich "in what matters to God."  But if we are to become ‘rich in what matters to God,” we have to seriously study the Scriptures and pray about What DOES matter to God?  To really KNOW what matters to God means we have to ask God this question in our prayer… and reflect on the Scriptures –where God DOES speak to us about what really matters. 
The key insight into this ‘Parable of the Rich Fool’ is that in the story he only talks to himself about what matters. As the man is thinking about what to do with his life of riches, his only dialogue throughout the parable is with himself.  Jesus is not condemning the person for having many possessions.  But he chides the person planning for a wealthy life without thinking of how he could use it benefit the lives of others!  In his self-centered conversation, God's voice intervenes with reality, reminding him that today may be his last and that all of his possessions will mean nothing when he is gone.  It is a real ‘wake-up call’ for all us, even though most of do not think ourselves to be ‘rich.’  
On a retreat I made last year, the director challenged us by saying, “If you want to know what ‘matters’ to you, take a monthly review of your credit card bill and put it into categories of where your money is going.”  It was a question that got me thinking about my own priorities…and how many of us really ARE ‘wealthy’ in comparison to the average income of people around the world
To get back to the question, ‘what matters to God,’ we have to keep asking God what GOD desires for our life and what to do with the things God has given to us.  This parable then raises three important things to think about:
1.     Each day we have to remain aware that this very day could be our last day here on earth.  Given that each 24-hour period of life is a precious gift from God, we need to keep seeking God’s Wisdom about what we are to be doing with this life and the resources that God has given to us.
2.     We need to be aware of ourselves as STEWARDS of everything God has given us in life, meant to be used for the good of others and the Kingdom of God.
3.     Thirdly, we have to stay in daily prayer-dialogue with God about ‘what really matters’.
 
It is important to remember that the abundance the man has is not the issue.  The problem Jesus is getting at is while the man kept accumulating MORE, he forgot to share the abundance that God has given to him.
 
As we face a new week, with our own anxieties about money, health issues, or family problems, one way to approach each issue in our prayer is to ask, "What matters to God?"  
As we pray this week about "What really matters to God…” let us pray for God's Spirit to guide us in our life choices.  This could be our main petition to bring to this Eucharist today, a prayer for WISDOM…about what really matters…and for God to give us the COURAGE to make any changes that are needed.
