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Once again, we as a Church are going through a very difficult time of dealing with the mistakes of our past as news of sexual misconduct that was not dealt with properly hurts our credibility as Christian Catholics.  While everyone is looking for someone to blame, the one thing we share in common is a sadness and anger that the sins of a few mar the good work of so many millions who are trying to do what Christ asked of us.  Like dealing with the problems within our own blood families, we each have to reconcile belonging to a Church ‘family’ that is made up of redeemed sinners with a percentage of its members who are sick and make terrible mistakes.  For me personally, I have to daily remind myself that I first and foremost belong to Jesus Christ.  And that membership to Christ also puts me in relationship with a Church that, while having made terrible mistakes in its past, is, I truly believe, overall the best possible ‘guide’ to help me get to know Christ and follow his teachings.  Since it was Jesus himself who commissioned weak, sinful disciples to do the work of the Gospel, we all have to learn how to belong to Christ and the Church, even in our own weaknesses and sins…as much as we would love for all of our members to be perfect saints.
 
Every time a new scandal arises either within or own blood family or our Church family, our commitments are challenged and some are tempted to just walk away.  Each year, during these holy days of the Triduum, we listen to the core sections of our Scriptures and are asked to think again about what it means to belong to Jesus Christ and be a member of his disciples.  
 
One of the central themes of being a Christian Catholic comes from the three Scriptures we just heard that emphasize this symbol of ‘blood’ that is a common thread in our Jewish-Christian history.  It was blood that was used by the Israelites to mark their homes so that they would be ‘passed over’ from death.  It was wine changed into blood that Jesus uses to signify that HE is the New Covenant.  Jesus uses his last meal on earth to make the connection between the blood of a lamb in the Old Testament to His ‘New’ Blood to identify us as belonging to a covenant with Him personally.  While we may initially not think of ‘blood’ as a core teaching of our faith, it definitely distinguishes WHO we are as followers of Jesus. As he tells us to drink from the cup of his Blood, we make a public statement that we will belong to Christ forever…responding to God’s invitation to have a permanent covenant with Him!
 
But I don’t think that many of us THINK of ourselves as being ‘marked’ with Jesus’ blood.  However, just as the Israelites homes were marked with blood to save them from death, Jesus uses the image of his Blood to remind us that every time we drink of his Blood in the Cup, we are MARKED as belonging to a life-saving covenant with him.

 
Using blood to make a covenant with someone is a key point of our Judeo-Christian faith and I think that we need to ‘reclaim’ how significant and distinguishing this is for our work in the world as Christians.  All of the good works of charity and justice we do in the world FLOW FROM our covenant with Christ…and we need THIS NIGHT to remind ourselves of that initial covenant that Christ made with us at the Last Supper…so that we do not let the trials we face as a Church overshadow the covenant relationship we have with God and his Church.
 
It was at the end of the meal, after the disciples had drank of the cup of blood that Jesus then commands them to live their lives as he did through the symbolism of humbly wash the feet of others.  Drinking from the cup of his blood seals us in a ‘blood-covenant’ to Jesus; by washing the feet of others, we demonstrate that that covenant is also extended to our service of the members of Christ’s Body.  Every person in this room has sinned against God’s Church in some way and have thus done damage to the Church’s reputation.  As we wash one another’s feet we are admitting our need not only for God’s forgiveness but the forgiveness of one another for any sins we have committed against the Church, Christ’s Body.
 
I really believe that if more Christian-Catholics better understood how special and significant this COVENANT IS that we have with Jesus, and more of our youth would SEE us adults as LIVING in that covenant, everyone of our churches would be filled to capacity as we come back to the Eucharist week after week HUNGERING for the POWER of Jesus’ Body and Blood to strengthen us to be faithful to our commitments.  In being humble servants within our own homes and out in the community, our children and colleagues will start to see that we belong to something VERY special – a ‘covenant sealed in Blood’ in which SERVICE is much greater than false power…and our commitment to Christ Jesus and His Church is eternal.
