Belonging to the Diocese of Belleville...

One of my jobs as a pastor is to help keep our parish connect
the ‘bigger Church’ of the diocese and the world. Therenampy

advantages to belonging to a universal Church that helps us rg
connected to people of other cultures and nations. Sometimes
difficult for Catholics living in the United States to undarst some
Church teachings that must take into account people from all
the world with very different customs and traditions.

Once a year our diocese asks us to support the many servalessit
to run a Church that covers all of Southern lllinois, from the poo
areas of Cairo, IL, to helping out our ‘suburban parish’ in St. G
County with their youth program and Catholic school. We n
each household to do their best in making a pledge to our “Cat
Service and Ministry Appeal.” Many of our own parish mingstr
are supported by the CSMA funds and so we benefit directly f
your contribution to it. Thanks for making a sacrificial donation
meet our parish goal of $45,241.00.

We will have a more direct connection with the diocese needkw
end as Bishop Braxton makes a ‘pastoral visit’ to our parish #dhd
preside at all three Masses. The bishop started thesegbassas
to parishes last fall and will try to get to all of theneothe years in
addition to the times he is in parishes for the sacramemndiima-
tion. The bishop usually takes this time to openly ask people ir
pews their thoughts on parish life. He will also have an exter]
time for dialogue with us in the fellowship hall after the 10:
Mass. | know you will do your best to make him feel welcomed
to express your appreciation for his leadership.

God’s Peace to you,
Fr. Jim Deiters

P.S. Please join me Monday night at 5:20 before Mass for 2
minutes of prayer (for one or all of the next three Monday rghts
of Lent).
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