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Often times you hear me preach about our ‘missaenChristians to follow
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This mission inclualesde variety of things: & )
being faithful to our commitments, serving the poeorking for justice,
developing our relationship with God, and much mo@ar parish mission x4+
statement, on the front cover of the bulletin eaglek, reminds us of the | % . $
things we are committed to as Catholics and pamnghs of St. Clare.

Starting next weekend, our parish will take part another kind of &
‘Mission’ as we are led through four days of praygual, and thought- &
provoking presentations by Franciscan priest, fenrils Koopman. These
four days are like a mini retreat, allowing youstdl do some of your regu-
lar activities, but also making time for either teeening sessions or the
morning ones. Each of the four nights will be vpowerful spiritual ex-
periences that | do hope you make time for. Fropdoan will be the pre- | » &

sider and preacher at our three Masses next weeakegide us a ‘preview’ % !

of what to expect in the Mission. % $ "#$

I want to thank our staff membeBy. Carolyn McWatters, for taking the %
lead on planning the Mission for us. Also helpwigh the marketing and ! %
graphic design work for the Mission, we were bldssgth the talents and &e&
time of parishionerdane DotsonandShawn Donohuewho put much time
into helping promote this important event.

May God open our hearts to what the Holy Spirit t8&o say and do with
us during these holy days of our Mission!

God'’s Peace, & % («

Fr. Jim Deiters

&! & !'$

PS: I will be on a little vacation January 11-21 ffest and rejuvenation. | &%

am sorry that | will actually be missing the Missidut | had these days
blocked off long ago and they were the only daw@spresenter had avail- Py . o
&/ 0 ¢ o) Q—

National Vocations Awareness Week - January 10-16 ={ =

s

On this Feast of the Baptism of the Lord we begiatidhal Vocations
Awareness Week. Renew your own baptismal commit@gyou consider
your call to serve God in your particular vocatiodopefully some among
us will hear a call to priesthood, diaconate, 1elig life or church ministry
and be open to that possibility. If you would liteediscuss this, please d¢
not hesitate to contact one of our pastoral stafé@ns - 632-3562. Prayef
cards and some vocation materials are on the tabillee gathering spacsg
this weekend.
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AWAKENING
OUR FAITH

IN CHALLENGING TIMES

Why is St. Clare hosting a parish mission?

St. Clare Parish last held a parish mission in 1968
it is time for another opportunity for parishionersd
guests to renew our faith lives and gain inspiratm
deepen our commitment to Christ.

This mission will give our community an opportunity to:
Develop a spiritual vision

Prepare for deeper participation and commitments

Experience what it means to be a parish
Heal hurts and divisions

Gather in the inactive

Offer forgiveness

Anoint the sick

Encourage the lonely

Revitalize our spiritual lives

Why should | go?

Isn’t it worth it to take a little time for yourdednd

b

Special Themes Daily are sure to refresh you!

Sunday, January 17

“Living in the Embrace of God’s Love”

Mission homily at all weekend Masses.

7:00 PM Mission Presentation with Benediction

Monday, January 18

“Forgiveness as a Path to Peace”

8:00 AM Mass with Mission Homily and Reconciliatian
7:00 PM Mission Presentation with Reconciliation

Tuesday, January 19

“Healing the Human Heart”

8:00 AM Mass with Mission Homily/Anointing of the Sick
7:00 PM Mission Presentation with Anointing of theSick

do something that can change your life? You take Wednesday, January 20

time to help with your family’s needs. You take ¢éim
to do that extra project at work to move up thelé&d

You take time for doctor’s visits and vaccinatidos

improve your health. You enjoy a vacation to relal
Why not make the time to be refreshed with Gog
Word and God's love so you can better approa
your daily life?

What should | expect?

You take the chance oooming to know the Lord
better in your life. By opening yourself to the paw
and love of the Holy Spirit, you can experience
greater sense of meaning and purpose!

a

“Witnesses of the Good News in Our Times”
8:00 AM Mass with Mission Homily
7:00 PM Mission Presentation and Mass

Presented by:

Father Dennis Koopman, OFM
A Franciscan friar who preaches missions acrossdbatry

Babysitting and Refreshments Provided Nightly




e
#3$ "% &

F

WE &

MINISTERS ‘?l"lw

OF THE LITURGY

$$+ #

" %% ()"* +" + , +"
I "#
$ (-&’+ _n , /$_||$ '
0+ "% 1"%
% ! $ & 2++ 3 "( % 3 "4
Il2 2/ n , ($ -
()~
$+% -$
! #
! $% ! & #
23 (  (
,+ 2 % +
+, 0* 1
& ' $II& #$ II& /
# ¥ & , "2 , & $( 5.
* + 1" 16 "7 $
% 11 $"($ +
% . "2 |
( ,$ % +|| $ n +%
2 # +" 3 &
' 7 "* +
& ( !Il ( II7’
I
n rn %.
3* 4 #
(. €«
(+ 2 +
$% I &
il $ 2 "
& , n ' II& l8
31 5
+
| |
’ /
#$ $
% & % ) %*
%
(
! " $$ $ % # o#




Immigration Reform Prayer Vigil & Simple Supper

Prayer Viqgil: Friday, January 15 from 4:15—4:45 p.m.
Congressman Jerry Costello’s Office, 144 Lincoln Rke Ct., Suite 4
Simple Supper 5—6:00 p.m. at St. Clare Church Fellowship Hall

Thanks to the many parishioners who wrote letters
and signed post cards in support of immigration
reform. Due to the nature of our political system,
we have a narrow window of time between now
and May to get these needed reforms passed or else

we will have to wait three years.

Representative Jerry Costello is a representative
whose heart and mind is moving on this issue.

While not giving specific details, he has told reepr

sentatives of United Congregations of Metro-East
that he supports immigration reform in general.

UCM is sponsoringrayer vigils at his office. Our
hope isthat the peaceful presence of immigra
and native born citizens united in prayer and so
will witness to Rep. Costello that we will stan
with him in seeking reformed laws that provid
security for our country by respecting the humg
dignity and rights of all people, promote stron
united families, support our nation's economy a
secure our border in just and humane ways. Ple
join us and bring others with you. We will meet ;
3:45 at St. Clare Church to carpool to Congre
man Costello’s office. For more information, cor
tact Cheryl Sommer at cherylsommer@yahoo.co
or at 632-3562.
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First Annual

O’Fallon Martin Luther King Breakfast
Monday, January 18 from 7:30—8:30 a.m.

New Life in Christ Interdenominational Church
689 Scott Troy Road

Speaker: Fr. Bill Hitpas

Mayor Gary Graham invites all O’Fallon citizens to come together to celebrate the life of
Rev. Martin Luther King and the faith and values hepromoted: Justice, Hope, Liberty,
Racial Harmony and Diversity. Tickets are $5 each and may be purchased at treh udfice.
Sponsored by City of O’Fallon, UCM and O’Fallon N&R
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Parish School of Religion News

PSR January 10, 2010
10:30—Noon
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The Church and Life Everlasting

US Catholic Catechism Classes Resume:

Sundays from 10:30 a.m. to Noon
St. Clare School Cafeteria
January 24 & 31 and February 7 & 21

Tuesdays from 8:45—10:15 a.m.
St. Clare Church Library
January 26 and February 2, 9 & 16

Using the United States Catholic Catechism foi
Adults, we will focus on the following topics:

The Church Reflecting the Light of Christ

The Four Marks of the Church

Mary, The Church’s First and Most Perfect Membel
Our Eternal Destiny

You may purchase your own catechism or borrow oo
the parish. To register, contact Fr. Von Deek@32+3562
or vondeeke@hotmail.com.

i

I#

Parish Respect Life Ministry
News:
Donations Needed for
Fontebella Maternity Home

Fontebella,a home for pregnant women with no home, will sg
be opening in O'FallonFontebellawill provide an alternative t
abortion for women with no other means of supp@tr St.
Clare Respect Life Ministry will be furnishing thedroom for
the house parents. If you would like to donate esttiing for the
room, or need more information on what is neededtact Suzie
Durnford at 501-425-4591 godford@charter.net

For more information oRontebellago to www.fontebella.org.

on
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Below is a letter received recently from Padre Teaato Beltran as he
left our Guatemalan sister parish for a new parishassignment. Pic-
tures of Padre Teodoro’s departure and the installaon of the new
pastor, Padre Benedicto Moscoso are on the bulletmoard in the
gathering area.

I wish for you many blessings from God Our Lords A
leave Our Lord of Esquipulas Parish for a differpatish, | thanl
God that this parish experienced significant growtlorganiza
tion, Christian formation, evangelization and phwgsiinfrastruc;
ture. The fact that St. Clare is our sister pavisis a decisive el¢
ment in the transformation of this parish througiury prayers,
visits, and financial donations. No words can aatmly expres
my gratitude to each and every one of the parigrorof St
Clare.
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| thank and appreciate the monthly financial dbuotion
given to this parish during my nearly six yearamni also gratefy
for the scholarship program to support poor farsilie EI Na-
ranjo, your prayers and financial support for tlesidence of
bishop for the future Diocese of Jutiapa, and ydnmations to th
Seminary of the Diocese of Jalapa.

4]

Additionally, | thank and appreciate the respsensitiv-
ity and affection with which they welcomed the Giaasya lay
people when they visited St. Clare, and also whiead the goo
fortune to visit them. | give special thanks fbe tvisit of Fr Jim
and various lay people of St. Clare. | apprediagewillingness of
St. Clare parishioners to accompany me to thegéiaand share
your faith. This testimony did much good to Cait®lin those
communities. When faith is shared it becomes s&nng
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Finally, | thank you for the advocacy given by ygarish
for immigration reform in your country. Updatingyr immigra-
tion laws will be a benefit to your country who eées the labg
of immigrants from Guatemala and also benefits aoatemala
families who need to find work to support their faes.

- -

May God bless you always for sharing your joy.
Padre Teodoro

Note:  Your contributions made using the pink envelopeén your
monthly packet are sent each month to our Guatemah
Sister Parish.




